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Editorial

Blessed John Paul II
by Giulio Andreotti

Of the large crowd of believers
– Romans and non-Romans –
who on the day of the beatification of John Paul II crowded St Peter’s Square
and the streets around, there remains to us
the emotion, the veneration, the joy of all
those people. And it is a memory that we
mustn’t let fade in us. But also listening to the
ritual proclamation by the voice of the person
whom John Paul II declared his “trusted

friend” was particularly moving, because what
came back to mind were the words of Paul VI
when he said that the secret to being a good
pastor is novelty in continuity. And the first
feature shared by John Paul II and Benedict
XVI (but not always by all popes) is their ease
in reaching the hearts of the people with
words direct and simple enough to be comprehensible to ordinary people as well as to intellectuals.

The crowd in St. Peter’s Square during the beatification ceremony of John Paul II on 1 May 2011
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I belong to an old school
of Catholicism that teaches
that we should love the pope,
and not a pope.
But I don’t think I’m veering
from that line if I join
those wanting a swift
conclusion to the path
to the altars that follows
beatification, as it did for
Mother Theresa and Padre
Pio, for me the two most
touching canonizations
of the pontificate
of Pope John Paul II

John Paul II during the canonization ceremony
of Padre Pio, 16 June 2002

I have great memories of John Paul II and I
have happened in the past to speak of them
at conferences and in interviews, but this time
I want to cherish them in my heart, because
on the occasion of his beatification one is in
danger of making too much of oneself and
not of the Blessed Wojtyla and that would be a
serious mistake.
1 May 2011 also brought back the day of
Pope John Paul II’s funeral on 8 April 2005:
his dying days had been experienced by the
whole world with extraordinary concern and
the cry “Saint now” rose from the crowd, especially from the young, a cry which in the recent days of the beatification was heard very
strongly again.
The Church has its own time and is totally
autonomous, the procedures of the Congre-

gation [of the Causes of the Saints ed.] are
very strict and if media pressure is created one
ends up with the opposite effect – though
there is one aspect that I think important: the
ascertaining of whether sanctity is felt by the
faithful. And there is no doubt of that, so
much so that many of the faithful address
prayers to Pope John Paul II no less than if he
were already a saint. The important thing is
the substance, whether sanctity is recognized
in a Christian figure and to whom prayers are
addressed, the official stamp will come in its
own time. I belong to an old school of Catholicism that teaches that we should love the
pope, and not a pope. But I don’t think I’m
veering from that line if I join those wanting a
swift conclusion to the path to the altars that
follows beatification, as it did for Mother
Theresa and Padre Pio, for me the two most
touching canonizations of the pontificate of
Pope John Paul II.
q
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Letters from the convents Letters from the convents

PERPETUAL WORSHIPPERS OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

The Marian shrines of Rome

OF THE CONVENT DE LA ASUNCIÓN DE MARÍA
Rosarito, Baja California, Mexico

In the narrow streets of central Rome, walking
through the once popular ancient neighborhoods, in every street, every square, in
every corner almost, shrines often surrounded
by canopies and votive lamps are to be found.
They are those which the Romans call the
“Madonelle”.

We would like to receive
Quien reza se salva
Rosarito, 24 February 2011
Dear Mr Andreotti,
May the Most Blessed Sacrament be praised!
Please receive our gratitude for your great charity in
sending us the beautiful magazine 30Días, which
greatly nourishes our spiritual life since it informs us
about and makes us feel
the united Church. We
read it with great interest
and love. We would love to
receive some copies of the
booklet that is so useful,
Quien reza se salva, to
give to some very needy
people.
May our Blessed Mother of Guadalupe always
carry you in her bosom as
a beloved son and fill all
your family and staff with
blessings.
Receive a warm greeting from our Reverend Mother Superior and the community.
Sister Rosa María Amezcua, OAP

Rosarito, 27 April 2011

Madonna and Child, fresco from 1756
Piazza dell’Orologio, corner of Via del Governo Vecchio,
in the Parione neighborhood

6
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Dear Mr Andreotti,
May the Most Blessed Sacrament be praised!
In the fullness of Easter joy, we wish you and your illustrious family a Happy Easter of Resurrection.
Many thanks, Mr Andreotti, for sending us the
booklets Quien reza se salva. Our Reverend Mother
Superior and the community thank you for your great
kindness and generosity. We are certain that these
books will do much good to our brothers most in need
of instruction.

Letters from the convents Letters from the convents

The books arrived at the gate of our convent
from Italy! How wonderful! It is not easy, because
we are on a small hill surrounded by cliffs, but we
have a beautiful view of the sky and sea and many
songbirds that invite us to praise our God, the
Blessed Sacrament.
What a pleasure it was for us, watching the video
of the celebration, to see that you attended the beatification of our founder Mother María Magdalena de
la Encarnación, which took place in Saint John Lateran on 3 May 2008. Thank you for your presence.
We remember you always gratefully and in union
of prayer. May God continue to bless you and give
you strength in all your apostolates.
Sister Rosa María Amezcua, OAP

P.S. Excuse the delay, due to Holy Lent.

POOR CLARES OF THE CONVENT OF OUR LADY OF MERCEDE
São Miguel, Azores, Portugal

Twenty copies
of Quem reza se salva
São Miguel, 21 March 2011
Dear Mr. Andreotti,
In the consoling presence of the Holy Spirit, we greet
you cordially, wishing you every good in the Lord.
Very gratefully, we wish to thank you for sending
us your exceptional magazine 30Dias.
Indeed, it is a magazine
relevant and unique
for its content that
keeps us abreast of
important events in
the life of the Church
and the world. All
good! May the Divine
Holy Spirit always be
of assistance.
We ask the favor of
sending us twenty
copies of the booklet
Quem reza se salva.
Thank you from now.

Madonna and Child, ceramic relief of the nineteenth century,
Via Sistina at the corner of Via Francesco Crispi,
in the Campo Marzio neighborhood

We express the best wishes for a holy Lent and
holy and joyous Easter feastdays, with fertile blessings
of the Risen Christ.
Let us pray for one another.
Always united for the same Body and Blood of the
Lord Jesus.
Sister Maria Verónica, OSC,
and the Poor Clare Sisters
30DAYS N. 4/5 - 2011
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Madonna and Child, white ceramic relief
of the nineteenth century, Via del Buon Consiglio,
in the Monti neighborhood

in contact with Father Pablo Liu, SDV, who was requested by our archbishop from China, to take care of
the Chinese community in Panama. He has been doing this job for about two years in our diocese. He tells
us he is going to the Chinese-Panamanian school
where there are many Chinese children and would
like to give them the booklet.
You can send them to our address and we will get
them to him, because his house is very close to ours.
We thank you most sincerely and pray for you all.
We ask the Most Blessed Virgin Mary to grant you
many blessings with her Secret Visit.
May God reward you.
Sister Margarita María, VSM

Las Cumbres,
12 April 2011

VISITATION SISTERS OF LA VISITACIÓN DE PANAMÁ CONVENT
Las Cumbres, Panama

Chi prega si salva
for the Chinese community in Panama
Las Cumbres, 3 April 2011
Dear Mr Giulio Andreotti,
Please receive our greetings and thanks for all the
work of evangelization that you are doing through this
medium.
From Panama, we would like to ask you for one
hundred copies of Quien reza se salva, in Spanish,
for our Second Day of Vocations, which we will hold
on the days of 13, 14 and 15 May.
We also make a special request to send us two hundred copies of Quien reza se salva in Chinese. We are
8
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Dear Mr Giulio Andreotti,
We are very grateful for the
booklets Quien reza se
salva that we received yesterday morning.
You should have seen
the joy of Father Pablo Liu
in front of the bookles in
his own language! He began to read them and said
to me: “This is an introduction by Bishop Aloysius Jin
Luxian”. I believe his joy
will increase when he
starts to distribute them
among the Chinese living in Panama, and especially
among the Chinese-Panamanian school children.
May Our Lord continue to strengthen you for the
excellent work you do distributing this book and the
magazine 30Días which is very interesting.
We ask our holy founder Francis de Sales to grant
you abundant blessings in this apostolate.
Sister Margarita María, VSM

Letters from the convents Letters from the convents

CAPUCHIN POOR CLARES OF THE
SANTʼAPOLLINARE IN VECLO CONVENT
Ravenna

Thank you for the meditation
on Holy Easter
Ravenna, 14 April 2011
“The Lord is risen, as he predicted,
let us all rejoice and be glad, because He reigns forever. Alleluia”.
Dear Senator Andreotti,
We would like to extend our fraternal wishes to you for a Holy Easter
full of peace and love, and to thank
you so much for the book that has just arrived, Il Figlio
da se stesso non può fare nulla [The Son cannot do
anything on his own]”. This will also be a useful tool
whereby to live more intensely these few days that
separate us from the great day of the Resurrection of
the Lord. We assure you of our prayers that the Lord
be your guide, comfort and fill you with His gifts.
With much gratitude for the good you do,

In this Lenten season we would
like to indicate a compelling need
that has arisen unexpectedly.
The floor of our big kitchen
(about one hundred square meters)
has suddenly raised up in various
places, because of water seepage
during the seventy-five years since
the construction of the convent.
After consultations and pauses
we have decided to completely redo the floor, because a partial renovation was likely to be useless, even
if less expensive.
The expense amounts to more
than five thousand euros which is
why we come to ask for a contribution, with a lot of confidence.
Thank you for your attention and we assure our
prayers for the intentions of the benefactors.
Sister Angela of the Eucharist and community
continued on p. 16

Poor Clare Capuchin Sisters

CARMELITE CONVENT OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
Haifa, Israel

Request for help to Little Way
(non-profit organization)
Haifa, 20 April 2011
We are very grateful for the sending of 30Giorni in
Italian and French.
It is a breath of life of the Church and the world that
reaches us to make it the subject of prayer. Our eye fell
on the initiative Little Way (the non-profit organization).
In these months in which St Theresa is a pilgrim in
the Holy Land we ask her to inspire in you a gift for us.
We pray that many will offer, so that your charity
may reach so much poverty.
We wish you a Happy Easter, full of light, of conversion, of active faith.

Regina Apostolorum, bas-relief of the nineteenth century,
Via dell’Umiltà, corner of Via di San Marcello, in the Trevi
neighborhood
30DAYS N. 4/5 - 2011
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Spiritual Reading/42

Decretum de peccato originali*

3. Si quis hoc Adae peccatum, quod
origine unum est et propagatione, non
imitatione transfusum omnibus inest
unicuique proprium, vel per humanae
naturae vires, vel per aliud remedium
asserit tolli, quam per meritum unius
mediatoris Domini nostri Iesu Christi,
qui nos Deo reconciliavit in sanguine
suo, «factus nobis iustitia, sanctificatio
et redemptio» (1Cor 1, 30); aut negat,
ipsum Christi Iesu meritum per baptismi sacramentum, in forma Ecclesiae
rite collatum, tam adultis quam parvulis applicari: anathema sit. Quia «non
est aliud nomen sub caelo datum hominibus, in quo oporteat nos salvos fieri»
(At 4, 12). Unde illa vox: «Ecce agnus
Dei, ecce qui tollit peccata mundi» (Gv
1, 29). Et illa: «Quicumque baptizati
estis, Christum induistis» (Gal 3, 27).

* Denzinger 1513.

10
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Decree on Original Sin

3. If any one asserts, that this sin of
Adam, which is single in its origin and,
being transmitted into all by propagation not by imitation, is in each one as
his own, is taken away either by the
powers of human nature, or by any
other remedy than the merit of the one
mediator, our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has reconciled us to God through His
blood, “made unto us justice, sanctification, and redemption” (1Cor 1, 30);
or affirm that the said merit of Jesus
Christ is not applied both to adults and
to infants by the sacrament of baptism
rightly administered in the form of the
Church; let him be anathema: For
“there is no other name under heaven
given to men, whereby we may be
saved” (Acts 4,12). Whence the expression: “Behold the lamb of God behold him who taketh away the sins of
the world” (Jn 1, 29); and the other:
“All those who have been baptized,
have put on Christ” (Gal 3, 27).

Spiritual Reading

Spiritual Reading

The Expulsion from the earthly Paradise in the background of the Annunciation, Fra Angelico, Prado Museum, Madrid

30DAYS N. 4/5 - 2011

11

Spiritual Reading

Spiritual Reading

The third canon of the Decree on Original Sin of the Council of Trent that we propose as the spiritual
reading of this issue prompts us to reprint, by way of comment, two passages from Pope Paul VI.
The first piece is an excerpt from a speech opening the second session of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, 29 September 1963, in which Paul VI indicates the purpose of that twenty-first Ecumenical Council.

“From where does our journey begin?”; “What path does it intend to
take?”; “What end does it aim at?”.
“These three questions, very simple and primary, have, as we know
well, only one answer, that here, in this very hour, we must proclaim
to ourselves and to the world around us: Christ! Christ, our beginning, Christ, our way and our guide! Christ, our hope and our goal.
Oh! May this Council have full awareness of this manifold and
unique, fixed and challenging, mysterious and most clear, compelling and beatifying relationship between us and the Blessed Jesus, between this holy and living Church, that we are, and Christ,
from whom we come, for whom we live, and to whom we go. May
no other light be shed on this gathering, that is not Christ, the light
of the world; may no other truth interest our soul, than the words of
the Lord, our only Master; may no other aspiration guide us than the
desire to be absolutely faithful to Him; may no other faith sustain us
except that which rescues, through His word, our desolate weakness: ‘Et ecce Ego vobiscum sum omnibus diebus usque ad consummationem seculi’ [‘Behold I am with you all days even until the end of
the world’] (Mt 28, 20).
Oh! Were we able in this work to raise to Our Lord Jesus Christ a
voice worthy of Him! We will say with that sacred liturgy: ‘Te,
Christe, solum novimus; – te mente pura et simplici – flendo et canendo quaesumus – intende nostris sensibus! [‘You alone, O Christ,
do we know; we beseech You, with pure and simple heart, in weeping and in joy; come to the aid of our senses!’]”.

12
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Jesus and Peter, detail of the Vocation of Peter and Andrew, Duccio di Buoninsegna,
altarpiece of the Maestà, National Gallery of Art, Washington;
right, Paul VI during the works of the Vatican II Ecumenical Council

30DAYS N. 4/5 - 2011
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The second passage is taken from the Creed of the People of God of 30 June 1968, in which Paul VI
quotes word for word the third canon of the Decree on Original Sin of the Council of Trent.

“We believe that in Adam all have sinned, which means that the
original offense committed by him caused human nature, common
to all men, to fall into a state in which it bears the consequences of
that offense, and which is no longer the state in which it was at the
start in our first parents – established as they were in holiness and
justice, and in which man knew neither evil nor death. It is human
nature so fallen, stripped of the grace that clothed it, wounded in its
own natural powers and subjected to the dominion of death, that is
transmitted to all men; and it is in this sense that every man is born
in sin. We therefore hold, with the Council of Trent, that Original
Sin is transmitted with human nature, ‘not by imitation, but by
propagation’ and that it is thus ‘proper to everyone’.
We believe that Our Lord Jesus Christ, by the Sacrifice of the
Cross redeemed us from Original Sin and all the personal sins
committed by each one of us, so that, in accordance with the
word of the apostle, ‘where sin abounded, grace did more
abound’ [cf. Rm 5, 20]”.

From 29 September 1963 to 30 June 1968 not even five years had passed. Yet in his two speeches, we seem to glimpse how the story of Paul VI in those years is the same experience as that lived by
the first of the apostles, Peter, in the way the Gospel documents it. A journey that, starting from the
very human enthusiasm for the recognition of Jesus – which is a gift of the Father (“Blessed are you,
Simon, ... because neither flesh nor blood has revealed it to you, but my Father who is in heaven”, Mt
16, 17), where Peter’s whole initiative is at stake – arrives at the actual experience of “our desolate
weakness”, so that the whole initiative is left to the Lord, and Peter humbly teaches “only what has
been transmitted” (Dei Verbum, n.10).
Unparagoned here is the commentary of St Augustine on the words spoken by Jesus to Peter,
when afterwards, at Caesarea Philippi, the apostle had recognized Him (cf. Mk 8, 27-33): Dominus
Christus ait: “Vade post me, satanas”/ And Christ the Lord said, “Get thee behind me, Satan”. /
Quare satanas? / Why Satan? / Quia vis ire ante me / Because you want to go before me” (Sermones 330, 4).
Peter and his successor have thus learned to leave all the initiative to the action to the Lord. They
have learned that to us it is only given to recognize and follow the workings of the Lord.

14
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Jesus and Peter, detail of the meeting between the Risen Jesus and the apostles on the lake

of Tiberias, panel of the Maestà of Duccio di Buoninsegna, Museum of the Opera del Duomo,
Siena; right, Paul VI while he pronounces the Creed of the People of God, on 30 June 1968
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Haifa, 25 May 2011
Infinite thanks to the Little Way non-profit organization!
Yesterday, 24 May, the money to restructure the
pavement of our kitchen arrived.
Every heavenly blessing for all of your apostolate.
Sister Angela of the Eucharist

POOR CLARES OF THE SAINT CLARE CONVENT

P.S. In the latest issue of 2011 n. 1/2, the Easter
supplement of the meditation by Don Giacomo Tantardini was also received with the deepest gratitude.
The meditation is true spiritual nourishment for the
soul, which seems anointed with grace! Thank you
so much for this treasure. This is a big request, but
would it be possible to send us 5 copies of this supplement in English and 2 copies in Italian? If it is possible, for your convenience, our address is attached.
Thanks again!

Yangyang, 11 May 2011

Yangyang, South Korea

The meditation on Holy Easter
seems anointed
with grace
Yangyang, 28 April 2011

Dear 30Giorni Friends,
I can't express my deep gratitude to you for sending so
promptly my request for the 5 copies in English and 2
copies in Italian of the latest supplement meditation
by Don Giacomo Tantardini, "The Son cannot do
anything on his own". This beautiful meditation is

Dear Director Andreotti and all the friends of 30Days,
With heartfelt greetings of peace I wish you abundant blessings of the Risen Lord Jesus during this
Easter season! Thank you, once again, for continuing to send to our community your wonderful gift
subscription of 30 Days in the Church and in the
World. May the Lord bless you all for this work of
true evangelization and the spread of such inspiring
articles and important information throughout the
world.
The address for our subscription was corrected, so
now we are receiving the two magazines, one of
which we can share with one of the priests or missionaries who offer Mass for us who will profit greatly
from the articles. We also thank you for sending us
10 copies of the supplement "Who Prays is Saved" in
Chinese, which we plan to give to Korean missionaries we know who are working in China. Also, Fr.
Francis Mun Ju Lee, the director of the St. Joseph
Clinic for the poor and destitute in Seoul, who also
has had an apostolate in Vietnam, received the gift
subscription which I requested for him, and he is
most grateful. May your work continue to be blessed
with the abundnace of grace and the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit.
Thankfully, yours in Christ,
Immaculate Conception, fresco of the eighteenth century,

Sister Mary Diane Ackerman, OSC

16
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Piazza della Rotonda, in the Colonna neighborhood

Letters from the convents Letters from the convents

something to ponder
slowly and to immerse
oneself deeply in prayer; I
wanted so much to be able
to send the supplement to
some priests and people
who would appreciate and
benefit from it deeply.
I am so grateful for
the gift of receiving
30Days, and look forward to it each month. I
have shared some of the
articles and information
with my Korean sisters
and with others – lately
the article about the humble Capuchin Franciscan
friar, Fr. Leopoldo Mandic, who spent most of his
days in the confessional. We did not know much
about him, and tomorrow, May 12th, we are celebrating his memorial; knowing him better makes our
memorial so much more meaningful! Again, thank
you so much! I ask you to please convey my special
gratitude to Don Giacomo, whose lectures and meditations touch my heart and soul deeply and help me
to trust more in the wonderful grace and love of our
merciful God! Wishing dear Director Giulio Andreotti and all of you the love and peace of our Risen
Lord, I remain,
Sincerely in Christ Jesus

Our Lady of the Rosary, fresco of the seventeenth century,
Via dell’Umiltà, corner of Via dell’Archetto,
in the Trevi neighborhood

We ask the Risen Lord to continue to inspire you to
share the “Good News”.
With devout gratitude and prayer,

Sister Mary Diane Ackerman, OSC
Sister Marie-Céline Campeau, OSC
POOR CLARES OF THE SAINT CLARE CONVENT
Mission, British Columbia, Canada

MINIM NUNS OF SAINT FRANCIS OF PAOLA
Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico

The meditation on Holy Easter
helps to enter this great mystery
of our faith

30Giorni keeps us in communion
with the whole Church

Mission, 1 May 2011

Saltillo, 4 May 2011

Dear Mr. Andreotti,
The Lord is truly risen, Alleluia! In this joyful season of
Easter we want to thank you for the gift of your magazine 30Days. We do appreciate it very much.
The supplement “Meditation on Holy Easter”
helps to enter this great mystery of our faith.

Esteemed Senator Giulio Andreotti,
We wish to thank you with immense gratitude for the
monthly magazine 30Giorni that this year comes to
us even in far off Mexico, where by the providence of
God we have founded a new community of Minim Sisters of St Francis of Paola.
¬
30DAYS N. 4/5 - 2011

17

Letters from the convents Letters from the convents

Immaculate Conception, mosaic of the twentieth century,
Via dei Serpenti, in the Monti neighborhood

founder St Francis of Paola, by serving the poorest
and neediest people of the place.
This is why they so desire to have at their disposal
the magazine 30Giorni in Italian, as an aid to secure
information and constant updating.
Thanking you in advance for your sensitivity and
understanding, I assure you the prayers of my entire
community.
With gratitude and esteem, in Christ,
Mother Maria Margherita Bichi,
responsible for the community of Saltillo

POOR CLARES CONVENT OF SANTA CLARA
Bolinao, Philippines

We are grateful to you
for the meditation on Holy Easter
Bolinao, 4 May 2011

Thanks to your generosity and that of the entire
editorial staff, we are receiving free this valuable information tool that, for us cloistered, is of vital importance, because it keeps us in communion with the
whole Church and the world today.
In fact, we often draw motivation and incentives
from it to offer our lives to God with more enthusiasm,
as a sacrifice of sweet fragrance, for the most urgent
needs of the Church and the world, according to our
charism as prayers and penitents.
Aware of the great gift we receive, we would also
like that our brothers, the brothers of the Order of
Minims in our city of Saltillo, Mexico, could benefit
from it, since they already greatly appreciate your
magazine, admiring the depth of its contents and the
objectivity of the information.
They too came from Italy to establish their own
community in Mexico to witness to the charism of
charity, of conversion and reconciliation of our
18
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Dear Mr Andreotti and staff of 30Giorni,
We are sending you our prayerful greetings this
Easter season and our gratitude for the continuous
subscription of 30Giorni... and for the special copy
with the Meditation on Holy Easter – "The Son cannot
do anything on his own" by Don Giacomo Tantardini.
It would surely be nice material for spiritual reading
this season.
May God reward all of you for your generosity in
spreading the work of the Church. Rest assured of our
prayers for the success of your ministry. God bless.
Happy Easter! Alleluia!
The Poor Clares

P.S. We are also happy to inform you that our Order of St Clare celebrated the eight hundredth year of
its foundation. The celebrations started last Palm Sunday (17 April 2011) and will finish next year on the
Feast of Holy Mother St Clare (11 August 2012). We
will keep you in our prayers during this jubilee year.
You also pray for us. Thanks.

Letters from the convents Letters from the convents

CARMELITE SISTERS OF THE CORAZÓN

SISTERS OF THE VISITATION CONVENT

DE JESÚS CONVENT

Washington, D.C., United States

Ibarra, Ecuador

The Meditation on Holy
Easter for our monthly retreat

A copy in Italian
of the meditation
on Holy Easter

Ibarra, 4 May 2011

Washington, 4 May 2011

Praised be Jesus Risen!
Mr Director Giulio Andreotti,
May the Risen Jesus, who lives and
walks near us, grant you in plenty
the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks for sending the magazine 30Días. We read it with interest because it helps us to pray with greater fervor for
the Church and the whole world.
We are also grateful for the book “El Hijo no
puede hacer nada por su cuenta”, very useful for our
monthly retreat. The Lord will reward you.
We pray for your intentions and, in this month of
May, we recommend you to the Blessed Virgin, that
she may grant you health, love and joy in the Lord.
Greetings,
The community of Discalced Carmelite nuns

Dear sirs,
I am writing to request a copy in Italian of your publication in English
entitled “The Son cannot do anything on his own“, by Don Giacomo Tantardini. If you could send it
to us, we would be grateful.
Thank you! Happy Easter!
In the Risen Christ,
Sister Mary Roberta Viano

POOR CLARES OF THE SAINT CLARE CONVENT
Duncan, British Columbia, Canada

“The Son cannot do anything
on his own” is very useful
Duncan, 12 May 2011
Dear Editorial Staff of 30Days,
You have been generously sending your 30Days magazine to our Monastery for several years and we are
extremely grateful.
The recent issue had a supplement “The Son cannot do anything on his own” which we are finding to
be particularly helpful. We would like to order 10
copies of this supplement - would you let us know
what the cost would be.
Thank you and God bless you for your ministry.
Sister Wylie Aaron

Our Lady in ceramic, nineteenth-century,
Piazza Madonna dei Monti, corner of Via dei Serpenti,
in the Monti neighborhood
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MARONITE ARCHBISHOPRIC
Damascus, Syria

A thank you
to the Iraqi refugees
Damascus, 30 March 2011
Mr Giulio Andreotti,
I submit to 30Days the witness of a persecuted,
exiled people that preaches Hope and counts
on the prayers of the numerous family of
30Days .
Syria has made it easy to take in refugees
from lraq. They have come in their thousands,
especially to Damascus, and hundreds continue
to arrive in order to escape death and violence
of which they have been the targets since 2003.
The United Nations services organise their exodus to more favourable surroundings... whilst
waiting for a visa these Iraqi refugees remain in
Damascus for as long as 2 or 3 years or sometimes longer.
Well-formed Christians, pious and practising
in their belief, they make Faith and Christian
Hope their refuge: they are filling our churches,
giving a dynamism to our parishes and building
up the Christian Faith in Syria by bringing a
breath of new life:
- True believers these Iraqi refugees are faithful in their assistance at daily mass coming a
good distance on foot or by public transport.
- By asking for confession before communion these refugees have encouraged others to
return to the confessional where there are often
long queues now.
- Their devotion to the saints and the veneration of the Blessed Virgin has relaunched the
fabrication of candles, and the small oratories in

20
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honour of the Saints both inside and outside the
churches are lit up day and night.
- Their children are numerous at the catechism classes and at the preparation for First
Communion. Their young people are members
of the various church choirs.
- The war has meant that the use of computers
spread quickly in Iraq. These refugees in Damascus are very used to the Internet. They have put
their knowledge at the service of the parishes and
organizations. It is through them that our parishes now have web sites, a forward-looking tool of
Evangelization in the modern world.

Letters from the missions Letters from the missions

Iraqi refugees praying in a church in Damascus, Syria

- Their strong piety pushes them to come by
the dozen 2 or 3 times a week to do the big
clean of the Cathedral and the forecourt right
up to getting a visa. Before traveling, they
make sure that they have been replaced in this
work.
- They are present in the evenings of prayer,
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, pilgrimages, and the processions along the streets of
Damascus during Holy Week, and especially
during the month of May. Their spiritual dynamism attracts the other communities; one of
our priests helps in the Chaldean parish.

- In spite of their poverty and their precarious living conditions they are most generous and share abundantly. One should see
them coming from mass to offer to others
and give with joy, a smile and sometimes
tears...
- They are striking in their time before the
Lord, praying in silence and intimacy before
the Blessed Sacrament... sometimes for
hours... weeping for their dead relatives and
asking themselves about the future... and
trying to understand why.
- Each week they arrive at the Archbishopric to say goodbye before traveling, and
sometimes before breaking up: the parents
going to Australia, the children to Canada.
Even in the land of exile they cannot live as a
family anymore... this is a far harder trial
than any...
These Iraqi refugees are only passing
through Damascus, and they are traveling
missionaries who have left a mark on the
Church of Syria, which sees them passing,
and questions itself on its own future...
The Synod for the Christians of the Middle East was an opportunity and a time of
hope but which did not succeed in stopping the
bloodshed and exodus. These missionary
refugees scattered in the four corners of the
world are only linked now by prayer and the Internet which they are masters of. Cut off from
their roots and faced with the evening of their
own Church, can these Iraqi refugees who have
so much religious vitality bring a new breath of
life to the Churches of the West which welcome
them?
Samir Nassar
Maronite Archbishop of Damascus
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SÃO CAMILO SEMINARY

PARISH OF ADIDOGOMÉ

Iomerê, Santa Catarina, Brazil

Lomé, Togo

30Giorni simply “excellent”

Qui prie sauve son âme
for ninety catechumens

Iomerê, 28 March 2011
Lomé, 2 May 2011
Dear Sirs,
We regularly receive the excellent magazine
30Giorni in Portuguese. Simply “excellent”!
God bless you always for the great good you do.
We request your good prayers, we badly need
them. Don’t forget us.
Respectfully,
Alberto Pigatto

SAINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC MAJOR SEMINARY
Yangon, Myanmar (from Lampang, Thailand)

For our Catholic major seminary
of Saint Joseph, in Yangon, Myanmar
Lampang, 22 April 2011
Dear Editor,
Greetings you from Lampang, Chiang Mai.
I am Fr Clement Angelo from Myanmar. I am here for
a short stay with PIME fathers who are engaging with
the hill tribes people.
During my very limited stay here I came across
your journal that's titled 30Days, I personally felt it's
interesting and worth reading after going through it.
If possible, out of your generosity, I would like to
have one copy for my personal use and another
copy for our St Joseph's Catholic Major Seminary,
Yangon.
I have been carrying out my ministry of teaching in
the Major Seminary. I feel it might a good inspiration
for the major seminarians to come to know the religious affairs of the world.
Happy Easter!
Father Clement

Madonna with Child,
fresco of the seventeenth century, Via del Gesù,
in the Pigna neighborhood
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Praised be Jesus Christ!
I am a seminarian from Togo. I really liked the booklet
Qui prie sauve son âme. During the next summer
holidays in July, my parish will hold a camp for the
catechumens (about ninety). My pastor has asked me
to organize and direct this children’s camp. I would
ask you, as an aid to the recitation of prayers in those
days, that the booklet Qui prie sauve son âme be
made available to the catechumens who will participate. It would also be a holy and beautiful memento
that these children could carry with them once the
camp ends, and that they could use for their personal
prayer.
Hoping for a favorable response, receive the assurance of my prayers, and the expression of my gratitude.
In union of prayer.
Fraternally,
Romain Semenou
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Consecrated Life

Missionary Sisters of Charity of Mother Teresa of Calcutta in the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Washington

The claims of men
and the patience of God
by Gianni Valente

rom the futuristic buildings
of Brasilia to those freighted
with the history of the Vatican the journey is a long one. The
sixty-four year old Dom João Braz
de Aviz, archbishop emeritus of
the Brazilian capital, made the
leap only a few weeks ago. On 4
January the Pope summoned him
to Rome to lead the Congregation
for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and the Societies of Apostolic Life
and to open a new era in relations
– always lively and sometimes
troubled – between the Apostolic
See and the galaxy of congregations and religious orders.

F

Dom João, how has your
life changed since you arrived
in Rome?
JOÃO BRAZ DE AVIZ: Of
course, there’s been a big change.
In Brasilia, there were more than
two and a half million faithful,
with 380 priests and 128 parishes
24
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that I visited often. Here, the people are lacking, you see them only
when there are the large gatherings in St. Peter’s Square...
And sometimes, in the
opening days, you ate
alone...
In Brasilia, at home, there was
always company. As secretaries I
had two mothers of families, there
was the cook, we were a small
community. Here, too, however,
my circle of friends is widening as
the days go by.
As a child in the family you
were used to lots of people at
table.
My parents were from the
south, I was born in the State of
Santa Catarina. But when I was
two my parents moved to the
State of Paraná, to an area that,
as they said at the time, was beginning to be “colonized”. My dad
started working there as a butcher. I have an elder brother, also a

priest, and then another six of us
were born. In all, we’re five males
and three females. The youngest,
who has Down syndrome, is now
47 years old. I remember when
she was born – then we were in
Borrazópolis – my parents took a
cart and horses and traveled over
forty miles because they did not
want to wait to get her baptized.
A long trip in those days.
Where we lived there were no
priests at the beginning. The
priest passed every now and then,
once a month. It was the ordinary
lay leaders who guided the community, gave the catechism and
encouraged the practices of the
life of faith such as the Holy
Rosary and devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. At that time
the local Church relied heavily on
groups such as the Apostolate of
Prayer, or the Children of Mary...
Mom and dad also helped to keep
the chapels open.

An interview with Archbishop João Braz de Aviz
Left,
Dominican friars
in the cloister
of the Basilica
of Santa Sabina
in Rome

Below,
Franciscan friars
in Assisi

be kind to others as a matter of
good manners. I’d never thought
that the other could be served like
Jesus himself.
Then your bishop sent you
to study theology in Rome.
That was in 1967, with the
Council just finished... How do
you remember those years?
I studied at the Gregorian and
then one year at the Salesian University to take courses in educational psychology. I received the
diaconate in Rome, and returned
to Brazil in 1972. It was a time
marked by many stimuli and

“I used to say in Brasilia: if you of the larger charisms mortify
and nullify the smaller charisms because your sole criterion
is to expand and take more space, that does not come
from God”. A meeting with the new Prefect of the Congregation
for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies
of Apostolic Life

And then, how did you become a priest?
Even though I was still a kid, already when I was seven, at the
time of First Communion, I was
aware of the call, and then it was
cultivated by the nuns of Santa
Catarina, where I had been sent to
attend school. When I was eleven
I entered the junior seminary of
Assis, in the State of São Paulo,
four hundred kilometers from the
capital. It had been opened by
PIME missionaries. Some of them
had been missionaries in China,
where they had been deported after Mao came to power. They told
us their stories. I remember them
as very profound people, it was
great growing up with them before our eyes. And then, as a
teenager, I also encountered the
spirituality of the Focolare.
How did that happen?
I met an atheist painter who after he converted spoke of God in a

vivid and concrete way. He made
an impression on me, I was just a
kid. I thought: just look at this
atheist who now speaks of God’s
love with such force and says one
discovers this love in loving one’s
neighbor ... For me it was something new. Up till then I’d thought
of it as upbringing, that you had to

many difficulties. Everything
seemed in motion. The turmoil
brought by the Council was beginning. The old rules were being
brought up to date, the courses
were being restructured, but
there was also the uncertainty
that marks all stages of transition
and revision.
¬
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And in Latin America you
were also faced with the emergence of Liberation Theology.
We were idealists, we wanted
to give this life for something big.
The decision to look to the poor
gave us great hope, especially to
us who came from poor families.
We were ready to give up everything, including the seminary, if
that urge was not accepted and
embraced in the ecclesial situation
in which we were living.
You have already explained
that at that moment, the experience of the Focolare helped
you overcome the danger that
everything be dissipated.

Above, Dom João Braz de Aviz
with a group of Brazilian religious at
the Pontifical Pius Brazilian College,
Rome; below, in the Cathedral
of Brasilia

erting religious “dominion” over
one’s own life and over the lives of
others.
With hindsight, how would
you sum up the season in the
life of the Church marked by
Liberation Theology?
One could say many things. In
Brazil, some pastoral groups at
the time most precipitated in that
direction have become NGOs
with lots of money, leaving the
Church. They said they wanted to
change the Church, then faith
faded and sociology remained.
This can only provoke sadness.
Yet I remain convinced that in
that story something great for the
whole Church nevertheless occurred. Such as the realization
that human sin creates structures

In Brazil, since independence, there has always been a ruling power
that I would call “the power of money”. It’s the power that, for example,
continues to resist genuine agrarian reform. And that has never had a great
relationship of closeness with the Church nor even the Church hierarchy
God safeguarded me in that
way. The spiritual experience of
the Focolare is strong and simple.
Already by the end of the ’sixties
Chiara Lubich was inviting us to
rethink the way we live, in the
light of God’s love. Sometimes it
seemed to me she was underestimating the need for social
change. It was a difficult passage
for many people. But in that way
the hope remained that there was
26
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a road, it took patience, but we
went ahead together and didn’t
get lost. We became priests with
this great inner light, accompanied by this sense of anxiety, of
being in a state of suspension. I’ve
never wanted to hide from myself
the co-presence of those two factors. I thought: this is the situation
in which I happen to live. Over
time this has helped me see that
being a priest does not mean ex-

of sin. And that the preference
for the poor is a choice made by
God, as seen in the Gospel. The
four underpinnings of the early
communities were fidelity to the
doctrine of the apostles, the Eucharist, prayer, and then fellowship that was not sentimentality
but a practical thing, it meant
providing help for widows and orphans, placing property in common. From that it was clear that

Death escaped by a miracle

An extension ad personam
o one can take away from Monsignor Braz de
Aviz at least one record. The current Prefect of
the Vatican Congregation for Religious is the only
bishop who has lived for almost thirty years with 130
lead pellets scattered through his body.
At the time João was a young 36 year-old priest,
and that day he was going from his parish to that of a
nearby village to help the parish priest who was celebrating his twenty-fifth anniversary as priest.
Halfway, he saw a car stopped on a bridge. He approaches to see if help was needed. And he realized
that these were not campesinos with a broken-down
car. In the old VW, there were two fellows who pointed their weapons at him, took his car keys and forced
him to follow them across the stream, without saying
a word. After half an hour, round the curve came the
armored bank truck. It was Friday afternoon, they
were waiting for the truck with the weekʼs takings,
and then João realized he was in the wrong place at
the wrong time.
Then the situation worsened. The thieves immediately shot out the tires of the armored vehicle. But
the men in the truck were also armed and returned
fire. Monsignor Braz de Aviz recalls it today: “At
some point, given the stalemate, the two young fellows stuck their guns in my face again: you go talk to
the guards, or we kill you. What could I do? I took a
few steps and the guards fired on me from the truck”.
João felt his whole body burning from the pellets
from the sawed-off shotgun. One of his eyes was
pierced, he felt the blood streaming down his face.
He was stretched on the ground. He couldnʼt get up.
A helpless immobility that saved his life: “Later it was
confirmed that if Iʼd moved they would have finished
me”. Meanwhile the robbers fled. João heard himself
beginning to pant, and felt the blood pumping from

N

the community lived before the
countenance of the Lord. Now,
we hide property, locking it up
with six turns of the key, even in
religious communities.
One of the points of differentiation within the generation of “liberationist” priests
was the attitude to popular
devotion.
At that time some thought that
popular devotion was alienation.
They said that purity of the faith
had been corrupted by devotions.
An idea that can be refuted even
from the merely historical point of
view. In Brazil the crisis came with
the abolition of the religious con-

his lungs into his mouth.
“I said within myself: Jesus, why do I have to die
at thirty-six, I had so
much to do. The answer
welled up inside: ʻI died
at 33. Youʼve already
had three years more
than me...ʼ” . João realized then that his generosity, a zeal to do good
things could fall into the
void, when not a surrender into the arms of Jesus. “Then I felt at peace. I
said my last prayer, I made my offerings, I asked forgiveness, but then I also added: ʻLord, give me ten
years more. I donʼt know why I asked precisely for
ten yearsʼ.”
In fact, Dom João made it that time. The pellets
remained in his lungs and intestines without causing
infection. Even the eye was saved and the doctors
wondered how it could be.
Monsignor Braz de Aviz recalls he went into a period of depression after the experience. “I couldnʼt
even leave the house. I went out only a year later,
slowly slowly, starting by doing little things, taking
short walks, as far as I could go. That kind of paralysis of the will was also an important experience, getting me to accept my limit and my frailty”. When the
ten-year “extension” asked for was running out, the
appointment as bishop came. “Itʼs as if the Lord
wanted to tell me: so far you asked Me for life, from
now on what comes I ask you to give it to Me...”. Dom
João laughs as he speaks. Nevertheless the jolt of
the memory moistens his eyes.
G.V.

gregations by the Marquis of
Pombal, that was a disaster and also compromised the whole pastoral experience set going with
the natives. And even now one
can’t understand why Brazil is
75% Catholic, even though only
10% regularly take the sacraments. The historical reason is
this: popular devotion itself has
been an instrument in the transmission and preservation of the
faith in many communities guided
for so long by the laity.
Still today there are people
who cry that the Theology of
Liberation is a looming
“threat”.

Agreed, sometimes Liberation
Theology is trotted out like a
ghost on command. So much has
changed. In many countries those
who were against power, like Lula, or who were even guerrillas,
now rule. There’s been a whole
journey, and it’s time that everyone in the Church also took note.
In Brazil, since independence,
there has always been a ruling
power that I would call “the power
of money”. It’s the power that, for
example, continues to resist genuine agrarian reform. And that
has never had a great relationship
of closeness with the Church nor
even the Church hierarchy. The ¬
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Church has no financial support
from the State and churches are
built with the money of the people, and usually the ones who help
most are the poorest.
What do you think of the
cause for the beatification of
Óscar Romero?
In processes of beatification
there are details that must be
scrutinized with care, like the scientific ones involved in the recognition of the required miracle. But
I think Romero’s life was a great
example of holiness. A bishop
who with the episcopacy receives
in manifest fashion the grace to
become a shepherd of his people
in a situation so rent by violence.
The same thing happened in
Brazil to Dom Hélder Câmara.
When we listened to him, during
the military regime, he made us
tremble with emotion. He was a
person who entranced. A man of
prayer. I think there are a great
many figures that gradually, over
time, we will understand better.
And we will see that their whole
life was permeated by this. Otherwise they would not have given
their lives as they did. Câmara always lived with the risk of being
killed before him. They didn’t kill
him only because the people
would have reacted very badly.
So they sent clear enough warnings: instead of bishops, they
killed the bishops’ secretaries, as
happened with the secretary of
Dom Hélder.
You mentioned Lula. As
Archbishop of Brasilia, you
will have had dealings with
him. What assessment do you
make of his period as ruler of
the country?
In seven years in Brasilia I’ve
never seen him in the Cathedral...
[smiles]. And sometimes he made
somewhat surprising statements,
as when he said he had a morality
as a private person and a morality
as president... But certainly the
perception of his contribution is
very positive, and shared by the
majority of Brazilians. He has
loved his people and, having been
a worker, he has understood the
plight of the Brazilians as it is in
reality. Under him Brazil has had
28
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impressive growth, there’s also
been some redistribution of income. He has fought corruption
and not taken advantage of the
position of president to defend
the corrupt who also existed within his own party.
And Dilma, the new presidenta?
Dilma is very different. Lula is a
worker, his strength is unionism.
He is a humanist trade unionist, a

Rome. We started to listen again.
That is not to say that problems
do not exist. But we can deal with
them in another way. Without
pre-emptive judgment. Listening
to the reasons. We now have
many reports from investigation
on which we have to work. Then
there is the report of Sister Clare
Millea [the nun appointed by the
Vatican as apostolic visitor, ed]
that will be important.

strong fighter. Dilma is an intellectual, and in other respects is more
pragmatic. But they say she has
more popular support than Lula.
Interesting, this statistic.
How has your work at the
Congregation for the Religious begun?
We had to face many difficulties. There was a deal of distrust
on the part of the religious because of certain stances taken earlier. Now, the focus of the work is
precisely that of rebuilding trust.
With the secretary of the Congregation, Joseph William Tobin, we
work together, we discuss a lot, so
that decisions are taken jointly.
How is the process of inspections of female religious
congregations in the United
States proceeding?
That, too, is no easy matter.
There was mistrust, opposition.
We’ve talked to them, their representatives have also come here to

Are comparisons between
the older religious orders and
new movements legitimate
and useful? Some people see
them in competition or even
in conflict.
The charisms that bloom at the
present time are bestowed on the
Church of today. Perhaps in
twenty years they will not have the
same relevance. And this should
not clash with the older charisms.
If they live in fidelity to the original
charism given to their founder,
they will also find a way to give
something to this time. The danger is when the spirit of the
founders gets lost.
What do you think, in this
respect, of the episode of the
founder of the Legionaries of
Christ?
Certainly it’s painful when you
see the expansion of an institution
that presents itself as charismatic,
and then the unworthiness of its

An interview with Archbishop João Braz de Aviz

Dom Hélder Câmara during a pastoral
visit to Morro da Conceição, Recife,
in 1968;
left, Óscar Romero with seminarians
at Playa el Majahual, 1978

cause I saw that things could not
go on in that fashion.
Don’t you think that in the
past there has was too much
stress on the new movements, which sometimes hid
problematic aspects?
Not everything in the new communities and new movements is
fine and proper a priori. In some
one sees that there are truly unbalanced aspects. Of course, one
can’t deny that many of these bodies have seen very great things. In
many places, they have brought
freshness, joy, novelty, youth. I
think the present time, however, is
no longer a time when everyone
does things on their own, when
they are all separate to the point of

on is to expand and take more
space, that does not come from
God. If there is a tiny little charism,
in a parish for example, help it
grow, instead of opposing it.
In addition to your association with the Focolare, your
friendship with the Community of Sant’Egidio is also
well known.
Yes I have high regard for Andrea Riccardi. I hope to visit them
soon.
Recently, new institutes of
consecrated life that sometimes live in situations of conflict with the bishops and
their national churches have
become a widespread phenomenon.

When we listened to him, during the military regime, he made us
tremble with emotion. They didn’t kill him only because the people
would have reacted very badly. So they sent clear enough warnings:
instead of bishops, they killed the bishops’ secretaries, as happened
with the secretary of Dom Hélder

initiator emerges. How it is possible, remains a mystery. The Legionaries are not the only case. In
Brazil we had the case of Toca de
Assis. A community that wore a
Franciscan-style habit that drew
attention, and that went along
with the Canção Nova [a community-network born in Brazil and
related to the charismatic movement, ed.] They gave out a strong
image of themselves, with friars
who claimed to give glory to God
by singing and dancing. They had
involved about six hundred youngsters. Until it was discovered that
the founder acted in a fashion
morally unworthy with his followers. As for the Legionaries, early
on I was unconvinced by the lack
of trust in the freedom of the people I saw in it. Authoritarianism
that sought to dominate everything with discipline. I had already
removed the seminarians of
Brasilia from their seminaries, be-

conflicting with each other and
united only in common reference
to the Pope. I used to say in Brasilia: if you of the larger charisms
mortify and nullify the smaller
charisms because your sole criteri-

The outgoing Brazilian President
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva,
raising the arm of President Dilma
Rousseff at Planalto Palace, Brasilia,
on 1 January 2011

I’m always a little fearful when a
group begins to think and say: we
are the only ones to defend the
true Church and Tradition. We
possess the light of God, and others don’t. The Church doesn’t
work that way. And God does not
work that way. He distributes His
gifts, He has never given all His
grace to one person. If we think of
the experience of God with His
people, what stands out even in
the Bible is not the elitist exclusivity but rather the patience and mercy toward that people full of limitations, getting lost en route. How
much He has waited, how many
times He has been disappointed...
And if you look also at the saints,
one sees that the real saints are always friends with each other. They
are different, maybe sometimes
they quarrel, but then they ask for
forgiveness and work together.
Even those of today, like Don
Giussani and Chiara Lubich.
q
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A message of coexistence
from Lebanon
The dialogue with Islam, a new confrontation with the Christian
politicians, the need for relations with Hezbollah, the tragedy
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: an interview with His Beatitude
Béchara Raï, the new Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites
by Davide Malacaria

O

n 15 March the Maronite
bishops, meeting in
Bkerké (near Beirut), the
seat of the Patriarchate, elected
Béchara Raï, Bishop of Jbeil, Byblos of the Maronites, as the new
Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites. His Beatitude Béchara
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Boutros Raï, 71, ordained priest
in 1967 and bishop in 1986,
knows Rome and the Vatican
well, as he studied here at the
Pontifical Maronite College, and
for years, as a member of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, was the head of Vatican

Above, Béchara Raï
immediately after his election
as Patriarch of Antioch
of the Maronites,
15 March 2011; right,
the crowd of faithful gathered
at the patriarchate of Bkerké to
greet the new patriarch

Interview with the Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites
Radio’s Arabic program. His
Beatitude Béchara Raï succeeds
Nasrallah Pierre Sfeir, who resigned last February, aged ninety.
On 14 April, receiving the new
patriarch in audience, Pope
Benedict XVI granted the Ecclesiastica communio.
Several years ago in Lebanon,
a country crucial to the stability of
the Middle East, the feast of the
Annunciation was declared a national holiday, to the joy of Christians, of course, and of the Muslims who revere Mary as the
mother of the prophet Jesus. A
holiday born out of the coexistence between Christians and
Muslims that, despite the shifting
and sometimes painful events of
history, has been the characteristic of this country. Béchara in Arabic means “Annunciation.” A
good omen.

So, during the voting, as my name
was being repeated, at a certain
moment this motto was also read
out. It was a way of saying that I
accepted whatever was decided at
the Synod, but under the banner,
in fact, of communion and love.
Does the Maronite Church,
of Eastern Rite, and always
in communion with Rome,
play a bridging role between
We s t e r n a n d O r t h o d o x
Christianity?
Because of history the Maronites have fruitful relations with
both the Greek and Syriac
Churches and with the Holy See.
Not least for this reason they have
played an important role when
unions took place between Eastern-rite Churches and Rome – I

mean the Churches known as
Uniate. In history and by tradition
our role is to be a bridge between
the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. An ecumenical
task very valuable to Christianity.
Still on the subject of relations with the Orthodox
Chur ch, Car dinal Levada,
Prefect of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith,
said in his speech to the Synod for the Eastern Churches
that he intended to consult
the patriarchs of the East to
seek views on a possible reform of the Petrine ministry...
A similar thing already occurred at the time of John Paul II. I
was a member of the Commission
that was to collect the reactions of

What did you think at the
time of your election?
BÉCHARA RAÏ: During the
Synod, the other possible candidates for the patriarchate, at a
certain moment took a step backwards so as to arrive at a unanimous election. It was then that the
motto of my mandate dawned on
me, “Communion and love”, that
I then wrote on my ballot paper.
Right, Benedict XVI
receiving His Beatitude Béchara Raï
in audience, 14 April, 2011

the patriarchs and report back to
the Holy Father. At that time we
gathered the contributions of various Oriental patriarchs and bishops, but then the task remained
unfinished.
Among the various proposals received by the Commission were there some that
attracted your attention
more than others?
Among others, there was the
suggestion that the Eastern patriarchs might extend their jurisdiction over the faithful of the diaspora, hence beyond the territory traditionally called patriarchal territory. This proposal, unfortunately,
was not accepted. I remember ¬
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that it was spoken of in 2000 at a
conference for the tenth anniversary of the promulgation of the
Code of Canon Law of the Eastern
Churches, and, on that occasion,
the Vatican Secretary of State,
speaking on behalf of the Pope,
explained it was not possible to extend the jurisdiction of the patriarchs for two reasons. The first is
the principle of territoriality: by
tradition patriarchal territory is geographically limited to the East,
nor can the principle of territoriali-

ty become the principle of subjectivity. The second reason, we were
told, is that patriarchy is an ecclesiastic institution and, as such, may
also disappear, while the episcopate and the papacy are, on the
contrary, divine institutions and
cannot lapse. Since the pope is
the bishop of all Catholics, and
since there are local bishops who
have pastoral jurisdictional power
over the faithful of the Eastern diaspora also, there is no need to extend the jurisdiction of the patri-

The various Christian leaders spoke about
their different political options and,
while reiterating their positions, came to the
conclusion that their political views are
complementary and not conflicting.
The multiplicity of policy options, rather than
causing clashes, can instead be an asset
and a guarantee of democracy

Patriarch Béchara Raï, in the center of the photo, and, from the left:
Amin Gemayel, leader of the Lebanese Phalanges; Samir Geagea, leader
of the Lebanese Forces party; the former general and former Lebanese Prime Minister
Michel Aoun, leader of the Free Patriotic Movement of Lebanon, the Maronite political
group allied with Hezbollah; and Suleiman Franjieh, son of the prime minister
assassinated in 1978, today a member of parliament and leader of the Marada
movement, during a meeting at the Patriarchate among the historical leaders
of the main Christian political parties, 19 April 2011
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arch. That, in a nutshell, is the answer that was given.
How important is the relationship between the Patriarchate of Antioch of the Maronites and the faithful of the
diaspora spread around the
world?
It is important for the Patriarch
of Antioch of the Maronites to
look after those faithful also. It is a
task already performed by the various Maronite dioceses around the
world; and elsewhere, instead, organized communities provide that
care, that is, Maronite parishes dependent on the local ordinary,
who is Latin, then there are communities without priests. So it’s
our job to provide at pastoral level:
to send priests and religious, and
where there are organized communities, look after the dioceses.
But the link between the emigrants and the homeland is also
maintained at the level of Church
and civil society through the many
organizations that keep those relationships vital. An important aspect of this bond is the maintaining of Lebanese citizenship by descendants of Maronite families. It
is important because, in a political
system like that of Lebanon, based
on demography, it enables Christians to keep their numbers unchanged and, consequently, their
political weight. Keep in mind that
our political system is based on
equal participation of Christians
and Muslims in the management
of public affairs, because the population is half Christian and half
Muslim; if the numbers were to
change greatly, that balance
would also change. But the link
with our emigrants is important also because for Maronites Lebanon
represents their spiritual home,
their traditions, their history.
Moreover, this link allows migrants to financially support the
families left at home and also the
Lebanese “cause”. Finally, the diaspora can do much in terms of
development and social projects.
After your election you
arranged to meet the four
most important leaders of the
Christian political parties in
Lebanon ...

Interview with the Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites

From left, the Sunni Mufti Mohammed Rashid Qabbani, the Patriarch Béchara Raï, the Shiite Mufti Abdel Amir Kabalan and the Druze
Mufti Naim Hassan at the summit of Christian and Muslim religious leaders organized by the Patriarchate in Bkerké, 12 May 2011

In Lebanon there is now a
great divide between what is
called the “Bloc of 14 March”,
which sees Christian parties allied
with the Sunni Muslims (who have
relations with Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and the United States), and the
“Bloc of 8 March”, which sees
other Christians allied with the
Shiites and Hezbollah, who, in
turn, have relations with Iran and
Syria. This creates tension because there is great conflict between Shiites and Sunnis. This
has created distances even among
the Christians, so much so that
Christian leaders couldn’t manage to meet. So I organized this
meeting at the Patriarchate in the
hope of encouraging a thaw in relations among Christians and,
consequently, also in the country.
And that’s what happened. The
various Christian leaders spoke
about their different political options and, while reiterating their
positions, came to the conclusion
that their political views are complementary and not conflicting.
The multiplicity of policy options,
rather than causing clashes, can
instead be an asset and a guarantee of democracy. Better understanding occurred there, which
has created a relaxing at the pub-

lic level. Now that the ice is broken meetings will continue among
Christian politicians, but more expanded, to broaden the base of dialogue. In addition to that meeting, a summit was held at the Patriarchate between the different
religious leaders, Muslims and
Christians, which was followed by
a joint declaration on the principles and foundations of the nation
in which all the Lebanese, despite
their religion, recognize themselves and the fact that politics, as
such, must be left to politicians. I
believe all this can give new impetus to the unity of the country. Finally, I hope that soon meetings
can be organized between Muslim
and Christian politicians, at which
to debate the more urgent issues
in the social and political life of the
country.
So the problem is not so
much to create a single political party of Christians as to
seek agreement among the
parties.
Lebanon is a pluralistic and
democratic country, so diversity
of opinions and views is welcome.
But there are two things that unite
us: the foundations of the nation
and shared goals. Lebanon is
based on some political principles

that, since the birth of the State,
have been an unfailing constant:
that Lebanon is a democratic,
parliamentary country, based on
the coexistence between Muslims
and Christians, on human rights,
on freedom, on the national
agreement that sees Christians
and Muslims participate in egalitarian fashion in managing public
affairs. These are the foundations
of our country, indispensable to
the nature of our nation, because
in Lebanon, given the historic
presence of Christians and Muslims, there are two different traditions, two different cultures and so
on. As for shared goals, we have:
how to preserve Lebanon as a
State entity, how to maintain its
identity and how to act for the
common good and, in particular
with regard to Christians, how to
preserve their presence in our
country. To preserve the fundamental principles of our State and
to achieve these goals is not a
matter of unifying the various policy options, on the contrary. It is
said that “all roads lead to Rome”:
we welcome diversity of opinion,
of political choices, of alliances
because there is no political faction that can claim to be the “true”
one, they all have an element of ¬
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truth. Our task is to foster this
constructive and non-confrontational approach.
What stance will the patriarch take with Hezbollah?
In the past there was a committee on which the Patriarchate and
Hezbollah discussed the country’s
problems, but that useful debate
broke off. When, after my election, a delegation came from
Hezbollah to pay homage to the
new patriarch, I told them that the
dialogue should be resumed, particularly through the restoration
of that committee, because we
can’t let it drop into nothing. Conflicts between men, between
groups, arise out of misunderstandings or prejudices. It’s not
that we have to discuss all policy
choices, but we can try to clear up
many points. In the past there was
the problem of the nature of the
Hezbollah party because, in particular, there were those who did
not accept that it should possess
weapons. Today, however, that
debate has fallen through, because sterile. Now there is talk of
common defense strategy, that is
of how Lebanon should organize
the possession and use of
weapons. It is unacceptable that
Hezbollah can use weapons when
it wants, can declare war or negotiate peace with Israel without any
reference to the government of

the country. So there is discussion
of a defense strategy involving together the State, Hezbollah, the
regular army, the Hezbollah militias and so on. We haven’t yet
achieved clarification on the
point, but the concept has been
accepted somewhat by all. In contrast, however, the argument that
Hezbollah should hand over its
weapons has been rejected one
hundred percent. It’s a demand
that cannot be accepted and that,
among other things, makes relations with Hezbollah arduous. We
have to debate, not least to get assurance that Hezbollah won’t use
weapons within the country to
deal with its political opponents,
or declare war on Israel without
reference to the legitimate power
in Lebanon. A State within a State
is unacceptable. These are issues
that we summarize in the phrase
“common defense strategy”.
You have repeatedly spoken of the importance of coexistence between Christians
and Muslims in Lebanon...
Coexistence in our country was
endorsed by the National Pact of
1943, when Muslims and Christians expressed two negatives: no
to the East and no to the West. It
means that the Lebanese Muslims
cannot work for a process of integration with Syria, or with any other Arab country with an Islamic

regime, nor Christians with the
West and, particularly, with
France. At the same time Muslims
renounced any aim to establish an
Islamic theocracy, while Christians, in tur n, renounced any
Western-style secularism. So a
State was established in Lebanon
that is a middle ground between
Eastern theocracy and secularized
Western regimes. It is a civilian
country that respects the religious
dimension of all citizens and no
theocratic system, or state religion
can be imposed. Coexistence between Christians and Muslims is
established by the Constitution,
which states, in Article 9, that
Lebanon is a great tribute to God,
respects all religions, recognizes
their status, guarantees freedom
of worship and religious practice
to all. The Lebanese State does
not legislate on matters of religion,
of marriage or otherwise, as instead happens in the West where
laws in conflict with natural law are
passed: that on marriages between persons of the same sex. In
these matters the different religious communities have their own
legislative autonomy.
Do you consider Lebanon
to be a positive example of
coexistence also at the international level?
Certainly. We see that in the
West religion is set aside, and that

Left, a boy under the statue of the Virgin Mary at the shrine of Harissa; right, the faithful during Sunday Mass in the church
of Saint George in the Qoleia village
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Supporters of Hezbollah demonstrating in favor of popular uprisings against the regimes in Egypt, Tunisia,Yemen, Libya and Bahrain,
in Beirut, 19 March 2011

In the past there was the problem of the nature of the Hezbollah party
because, in particular, there were those who did not accept that
it should possess weapons. Today, however, that debate has fallen
through, because sterile. Now there is talk of common defense strategy,
that is of how Lebanon should organize the possession
and use of weapons
Islam cannot accept. On the other
hand we see that political systems
in which religion is essential have
been established in the Eastern
world, but which are closed. And
that is true both of Muslim countries and Israel. In Lebanon, however, there is a democratic, pluralist state that respects the religious
dimension of all citizens and their
human rights. It is the beauty of
our country, which made John
Paul II say that more than a country Lebanon is a message and an
example, a positive example for
the East as against regimes based
on religion, and for the West as
against political systems shaped
by secularization.
What do you think of the
movements of rebellion that

ar e spr eading in the Arab
countries and that, among
other things, are affecting
Syria, which has great importance for Lebanon?
The problem is complex. Syria
is ruled by an Alawite minority,
while the vast majority of Syrians
are Sunni Muslims. The Sunnis,
who are in no way fundamentalist, ruled the country before the
arrival of the Assads and are now
calling for reforms... In Egypt,
however, there are the Muslim
Brotherhood who may give a fundamentalist shape to the new political direction. One has to remember that Islam is torn by several conflicts: between Shiites
and Sunnis in Iraq and elsewhere,
between Alawite and Sunni Mus-

lims in Syria and other countries.
I do not know where all this will
lead, but it’s worrying: there’s the
danger that a fundamentalist Islamic regime or a dictatorship
worse than the previous get established in some of these States,
or that the regions get partitioned
into small denominational States,
according to what some international observers call a “project for
a new Middle East”. The future is
uncertain. We hope that these
countries find peace in respect of
the human rights of peoples, because we know that those in upheaval are dictatorial regimes,
ruled by a closed politico-religious
system and a single party. These
are countries with great resources, but where the wealth ¬
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The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is at the root of all the crises and
all the problems of the Middle East. It is the “original sin”,
the matrix that feeds all the crises in our region. Unfortunately,
the international community is not acting as it should: the resolutions
of the Security Council should be applied, beginning with one that
requires the return of the refugees to their own land

Palestinians in the Ein el-Hilweh refugee camp on the outskirts of the city of Sidon, Lebanon

is not distributed and where the
people are very poor. All these revolts, these mass demonstrations
have been conducted, generally,
without weapons, with Facebook: these are people who are
claiming their rights and freedom. Some countries have made
reforms, others have not. Where
no positive response has come to
the expectations of the people,
the situation is getting worse and
this worries me ever more, because this crisis is having a very
negative impact on Christian
communities, as occurred in Iraq,
because unfortunately those who
suffer the consequences of certain situations are the Christians.
We a r e v e r y c o n c e r n e d f o r
Lebanon also, which lies in this
area and suffers from all these
crises. We call upon the interna36
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tional community to help these
people.
The last question is about
peace between Israel and
Palestine...
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
is at the root of all the crises and all
the problems of the Middle East. It
is the “original sin”, the matrix
that feeds all the crises in our region. Unfortunately, the international community is not acting as it
should: the resolutions of the Security Council should be applied,
beginning with one that requires
the return of the refugees to their
own land. The UN was created to
foster peace in the world and yet
does nothing, because, unfortunately, it’s held hostage by the
great powers. The Palestinians
must have their state and the
refugees must be enabled to return

to their land. Lebanon is home to
half a million refugees out of a total
of four million inhabitants, an exorbitant number... A presence
which constitutes a security problem, given that they have weapons
and use them without any check,
but it is also a social and political
drama. The conflicts that have
plagued Lebanon from 1975 up
to the present have been caused
by the presence of these refugees,
who are pressing to return to their
lands. If this conflict were resolved, Hezbollah also would lose
its raison d’etre... The fact is that
the great powers play with the fate
of nations. Just look at what happened in Iraq, where there was an
intervention, it was said, to establish democracy and, in a decade,
more people have been killed than
Saddam Hussein ever killed... q
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EASTER 2011
Urbi et orbi message of Pope Benedict XVI

The Resurrection
of Christ is an event

The incredulity of St Thomas, Giovan Francesco Barbieri, known as Guercino, Vatican Museum Art Gallery

“In resurrectione tua, Christe, caeli et
terra laetentur! In your Resurrection, O
Christ, let heaven and earth rejoice!” (Liturgy of the Hours).
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Rome and
across the world,
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Easter morning brings us news that is ancient yet ever new: Christ is risen! The echo of
this event, which issued forth from Jerusalem
twenty centuries ago, continues to resound in
the Church, deep in whose heart lives the vibrant faith of Mary, Mother of Jesus, the faith
of Mary Magdalene and the other women

The Resurrection of Christ is not the fruit of speculation
or mystical experience: it is an event which,
while it surpasses history, nevertheless happens
at a precise moment in history
and leaves an indelible mark upon it
who first discovered the empty tomb, and the
faith of Peter and the other Apostles.
Right down to our own time – even in
these days of advanced communications
technology – the faith of Christians is based
on that same news, on the testimony of
those sisters and brothers who saw firstly the
stone that had been rolled away from the
empty tomb and then the mysterious messengers who testified that Jesus, the Crucified, was risen. And then Jesus himself, the
Lord and Master, living and tangible, appeared to Mary Magdalene, to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, and finally to all
eleven, gathered in the Upper Room (cf. Mk
16, 9-14).
The Resurrection of Christ is not the fruit
of speculation or mystical experience: it is an
event which, while it surpasses history, nevertheless happens at a precise moment in
history and leaves an indelible mark upon it.
The light which dazzled the guards keeping
watch over Jesus’ tomb has traversed time
and space. It is a different kind of light, a divine light, that has rent asunder the darkness
of death and has brought to the world the
splendour of God, the splendour of Truth
and Goodness.
Just as the sun’s rays in springtime cause
the buds on the branches of the trees to
sprout and open up, so the radiance that
streams forth from Christ’s Resurrection
gives strength and meaning to every human
hope, to every expectation, wish and plan.
Hence the entire cosmos is rejoicing today,
caught up in the springtime of humanity,

which gives voice to creation’s silent hymn
of praise. The Easter Alleluia, resounding in
the Church as she makes her pilgrim way
through the world, expresses the silent exultation of the universe and above all the longing of every human soul that is sincerely
open to God, giving thanks to him for his infinite goodness, beauty and truth.
“In your Resurrection, O Christ, let heaven and earth rejoice.” To this summons to ¬

Benedict XVI
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praise, which arises today from the heart of
the Church, the “heavens” respond fully: the
hosts of angels, saints and blessed souls join
with one voice in our exultant song. In heaven all is peace and gladness. But alas, it is not
so on earth! Here, in this world of ours, the

Easter Alleluia still contrasts with the cries
and laments that arise from so many painful
situations: poverty, hunger, disease, war, violence. Yet it was for this that Christ died and
rose again! He died on account of sin, including ours today, he rose also for the redemption of history, including our own. So my
message today is intended for everyone, and,
as a prophetic proclamation, it is intended
especially for peoples and communities who
are undergoing a time of suffering, that the
Risen Christ may open up for them the path
of freedom, justice and peace.
May the Land which was the first to be
flooded by the light of the Risen One rejoice.
May the splendour of Christ reach the peoples
of the Middle East, so that the light of peace
and of human dignity may overcome the darkness of division, hate and violence. In the current conflict in Libya, may diplomacy and dialogue take the place of arms and may those
who suffer as a result of the conflict be given
access to humanitarian aid. In the countries of
northern Africa and the Middle East, may all
citizens, especially young people, work to promote the common good and to build a society
where poverty is defeated and every political
choice is inspired by respect for the human
person. May help come from all sides to those
Noli me tangere, Federico Barocci, Uffizi Gallery, Florence

Right down to our own time – even in these days of advanced
communications technology – the faith of Christians is based on that same
news, on the testimony of those sisters and brothers who saw firstly the stone
that had been rolled away from the empty tomb and then the mysterious
messengers who testified that Jesus, the Crucified,
was risen. And then Jesus himself, the Lord and Master, living and tangible,
appeared to Mary Magdalene, to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus,
and finally to all eleven, gathered in the Upper Room (cf. Mk 16, 9-14)
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The Resurrection of Christ is an event
Let us walk behind him, in this wounded world, singing Alleluia.
In our hearts there is joy and sorrow, on our faces there are smiles and tears.
Such is our earthly reality. But Christ is risen, he is alive and he walks with us.
For this reason we sing and we walk, faithfully carrying out our task
in this world with our gaze fixed on Heaven

Meeting on the road to Emmaus,
Domenico Tintoretto,
Ospizio Proti-Vajenti-Malacarne, Vicenza

fleeing conflict and to refugees
from various African countries
who have been obliged to leave
all that is dear to them; may
people of good will open their
hearts to welcome them, so
that the pressing needs of so
many brothers and sisters will
be met with a concerted response in a spirit of solidarity;
and may our words of comfort
and appreciation reach all
those who make such generous
efforts and offer an exemplary
witness in this regard.
May peaceful coexistence be restored
among the peoples of Ivory Coast, where
there is an urgent need to tread the path of
reconciliation and pardon, in order to heal
the deep wounds caused by the recent violence. May Japan find consolation and hope
as it faces the dramatic consequences of the
recent earthquake, along with other countries that in recent months have been tested
by natural disasters which have sown pain
and anguish.
May heaven and earth rejoice at the witness of those who suffer opposition and even
persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ.
May the proclamation of his victorious Resurrection deepen their courage and trust.

Dear brothers and sisters! The risen Christ
is journeying ahead of us towards the new
heavens and the new earth (cf. Rev 21, 1), in
which we shall all finally live as one family, as
sons of the same Father. He is with us until
the end of time. Let us walk behind him, in
this wounded world, singing Alleluia. In our
hearts there is joy and sorrow, on our faces
there are smiles and tears. Such is our earthly
reality. But Christ is risen, he is alive and he
walks with us. For this reason we sing and we
walk, faithfully carrying out our task in this
world with our gaze fixed on Heaven.
Happy Easter to all of you!
© Copyright 2011 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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Etchegaray,
Pope Benedict XVI
and the new
beginnings
of Christianity
“Sometimes there is the
feeling of knowing everything about Pope Benedict,
beginning with his enormous and dense theological output. But to be honest
we are just starting to discover him, or rather to discover what a Pope is in the
exercise of his pastoral
function, in that he is a
shepherd who leads his
flock especially in rough
weather. Elected Pope,
Benedict became a parish
priest; the Church found a
pastor and not only a theologian, and the world one
of its indispensable landmarks... Yes, that’s how it
was. Did he not perhaps
start out by calling himself
a ‘worker in the vineyard of
the Lord’? His Palm Sunday homily was, in that
sense, exemplary: he
spoke of the humility of
God, who chose the way of
the Cross to show His love

in an extreme form. The
pontificate of Pope Benedict follows those paths”.
The words are those of
Cardinal Roger Etchegaray
in Avvenire of 19 April.
The Cardinal continued:
“In the ‘Conversation with
Peter Seewald’ there’s a
fundamental passage: ‘The
Pope now wishes that his
Church should submit itself
to purification in depth...
This is a matter of showing
God to men, of telling them
the truth. The truth about
the mysteries of Creation.
The truth about human existence. And the truth of
our hope, beyond our only
earthly life’ ... Everything
could be summarized in
this thought: ‘Christianity
is in a constant state of new
beginning’.”

Fernando Filoni

threat of devastation from a
nuclear explosion, like the
human sacrifices resulting
from military conflicts and
acts of terrorism, show that
the world is under going
terrible tor ment and anguish from the pressure of
the natural and spiritual
forces of evil ... . Nevertheless, the Resurrection of
Christ is very real and guarantees to Christian faithful
certainty, and to the rest of
humanity the possibility of
transcending the adverse
consequences of natural
disasters and of spiritual
perversity”. This is a passage from the Easter Vigil
homily of His Holiness
Bartholomew I, Ecumenic
Patriarch of Constantinople, reported in Avvenire
on 26 April.

CHURCH/2
Bartholomew I,
natural disasters
and spiritual
perversities
“The destruction of nature
caused by earthquakes and
tidal waves, along with the

SACRED COLLEGE
The death
of Cardinals Saldarini
and García-Gasco
On 18 April Cardinal Giovanni Saldarini, Archbishop of Turin from 1989 to
1999, died, aged 86. On 1
May Spanish Cardinal Vicente Agustín García-Gasco, Archbishop of Valencia
from 1992-2009, died
aged 80. Having reached
the age of 80, Cardinals
Bernard Panafieu (on 26
January), Ricardo J. Vidal
(on 6 February), Camillo
Ruini (on 19 February),
William H. Keeler (on 4
March) and Sergio Sebastiani (11 April) all retired,
so that on 31 May the Sacred College numbered
198 cardinals, of whom
115 are voters.

Bartholomew I
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HOLY SEE
Filoni has been
appointed Prefect
of Propaganda Fide
and Becciu
as substitute
at the Secretariat
of State
On 10 May, 65 year-old
Archbishop Fer nando
Filoni from Puglia was appointed Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples in place
of the Indian Cardinal Ivan
Dias, who has turned 75.
Ordained in 1970 in the
diocese of Nardò, he entered the Vatican diplomatic service in 1981 and in
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2001 was elected archbishop and apostolic nuncio to
Jordan and Iraq. He became nuncio to the Philippines in 2006, and in 2007
substitute for General Affairs of the Secretariat of
State. Again on 10 May,
63 year-old Sardinian
Archbishop Giovanni Angelo Becciu, a priest in the
diocese of Ozieri since
1972, was appointed to
the latter position. A member of the Vatican diplomatic service since 1984, Becciu was elected archbishop
and apostolic nuncio in Angola in 2001. Since 2009
he has been pontifical representative in Cuba

MIDDLE EAST/1
Peres, the agreement
between Hamas
and Fatah and
the peace between
Israelis and
Palestinians
According to Shimon
Peres it is possible to negotiate with Hamas. In a series of interviews given to
the Israeli press, the Head
of the Jewish State commented on the agreement

WORLD
The death of bin Laden and that of Hitler

“The death of Osama bin Laden
brings back in some way a
memory of sixty years ago, of a
man barricaded in a bunker
amid the ruins of Berlin. Adolf
Hitler killed himself on 30 April
1945 and the announcement of
his end was given on May 1. Bin
Laden’s death was also announced on 1 May”. From La
Stampa on 3 May.

signed last 4 May in Cairo
between the two main
Palestinian
parties:
Hamas, which rules Gaza
and is defined by the Israelis as a terrorist organization, and Fatah, in power
in the West Bank. “If they
want to unite, let them
unite. When I started to negotiate with Arafat”, Peres
recalled, “everybody said to
me: ‘It’s hopeless’. Today
the same is true of Hamas.
The name does not interest
me, it’s the contents that

matter. Anything can happen”. It is better, however,
that negotiations take place
out of the spotlight: “In
public each party must
show its supporters that it’s
strong and aggressive, but
in their hearts the leaders
know there is no alternative to peace. For this we
need to keep the appearances apart from the hidden potential”.

MEDITERRANEAN/1
MIDDLE EAST/2
The end of the
embargo
in Gaza and the policy
of the United States

Giorgio Napolitano and Shimon Peres in Jerusalem, 15 May 2011.
The President of the Italian Republic received the Dan David Prize

spring” decided to cancel
the ban.” So began an article in Corriere della Sera
on 29 May, which concluded: “It is also clear that the
Gaza signal combines with
the international pressure,
led by Obama, for the creation of two States, Israel
and Palestine, that live in
peace and security”.

“Gaza, the Palestinian strip
of the landless, since yesterday is a prison no longer.
After four years, the Rafah
crossing on the border with
Egypt has been reopened.
Hosni Mubarak’s Cairo had
closed it in retaliation for
the revolt of the Hamas
fundamentalists against the
Palestinian Authority of
secular President Abu
Mazen. Yesterday, the
Egyptian military junta,
born of the so-called “Arab

Bettiza and
the neo-colonial war
in Libya
“However things may end,
history cannot but remember the dreadful outcome of
the neo-colonial intervention in Libya, cloaked in the
phraseology of the Elysée
court-functionary ‘do-gooder’ Bernard-Henri Lévy, a
great proponent in every
sense of “humanitarian
bombs”. The earlier FrancoBritish intervention in Suez
in 1956 was counterproductive, strengthening the
pan-Arabist Nasser and giving a great excuse for
Khrushchev’s armed sup- ¬
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ITALY/1
Pisapia and Don Giussani
Giuliano Pisapia
while voting
at Berchet high
school, in the recent
administrative
elections in
Milan, 29 May 2011

Pisapia, as a student, fascinated by Don Giussani.
Such was the title of a small article that appeared on 14
May in the Milan news section of the Corriere della
Sera. In the article, the new mayor of Milan tells of his relationship with Don Giussani, his religion teacher in the
Berchet high school; especially of the lunches at home
with the Milanese priest, during the high school years,
everyone around the table – mom, dad and the other (six)
brothers and sisters – “talking about God, the world, the
role each of us would play”.
Pisapia had already spoken of his relationship with
Don Giussani in an interview given to Giuseppe Frangi for
the weekly Vita on 28 February 2005. Pisapia began by
speaking of the first, surprising encounter: “He came into
class and asked us if we felt it right that Catholic parents
educate their children according to those principles. One
of us turned the question around: do you think it right that
a communist parent educate his child according to the
principles he believes in? Don Giussani had not a moment’s hesitation. And he said yes”. From then on, Pisapia continues in the Vita interview, he began to see a lot
of the priest and the group of lads that centered on him:

ITALY/2
Napolitano, Obama
and the ‘moment of opportunity’
“Europe must face up to new realities and new challenges and demonstrate its capacity to cope with its responsibilities in a globalized world. Among these re-

“Every Sunday we visited the outskirts of Milan, economically depressed areas. On the farms we shared in their
communal life, ate and played with them. Then we also
talked about faith, but without any effort at indoctrination... Don Giussani had an enormous sense of humanity. And he forbade all formalities. His strength lay in dialogue. He wanted us to be ourselves, to have the courage
to defend our thinking, even when it was contrary to his
own. He never started out from dogma, as did the other
priests. He wanted us free. So with him we could talk
about everything, even concerns of our own that had
nothing to do with the faith”. The young man then went in
other directions: the student unrest of 1968, involvement
in politics, especially in the Italian Left. Yet Pisapia attaches fundamental importance to that youthful encounter, as
he acknowledges in the interview with Giuseppe Frangi:
“Without Giussani I don’t know whether I would have understood what it means to be on the side of the weak. And
then he taught me that experience counts more than any
amount of reading. It’s a value that I found again on the
Left. But the first time it was clear to me was in those
farmyards on the outskirts of Milan”.

Don Luigi Giussani

sponsibilities, there are those arising from the events of
revolutionary importance occurring in North Africa and
the Middle East. In this regard, important stimuli, and serious questions have been set to us by the recent address
of President Obama ‘A Moment of Opportunity’, and by
his speech here tonight. It is essential that as Europeans
we also see in the changes in Africa and the Middle East
‘a moment of opportunity’, not merely a source of uncertainty and concern.” So said the President of the Italian Republic in reference to a meeting with US President
Barack Obama, which took place in the context of the
Summit of Central European Heads of State of in Warsaw. President Napolitano’s words were reported by
Corriere della Sera on 28 May.

Giorgio Napolitano and Barack Obama in Warsaw,
27 May 2011
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pression of the Hungarian
Revolution and essentially
favoring the Soviet settlement in the Middle East”. So
said the editorial of La
Stampa on 11 April by Enzo Bettiza.

MEDITERRANEAN/2
Todorov: the war
in Libya, political
messianism and
original sin
“I think that war unfortunately has its own internal
logic that prevents it remaining as limited and surgical as
claimed by those who advocate it. Before 19 March,
Gaddafi’s troops were about
to commit a massacre in
Benghazi, President Sarkozy
told us repeatedly, in order
to convince the West to intervene. So the first bombings were legitimate, those
that stopped the advance of
the regime. But then the
pseudo-humanitarian intervention became something
else”. So declared the
philosopher
Tzvetan
Todorov in Corriere della
Sera on 12 April, adding:
“We are facing a new phase
in political messianism. The
first was, indeed, the
Napoleonic one, painted by
Goya. The second messianic wave was that of Communism... .And now we’re seeing a third awakening of political messianism: the first
Gulf War was a trial run, the
intervention in Kosovo
without a UN mandate, the
dress rehearsal, and now
Afghanistan, Iraq”. And,
when asked if there is a possibility of an absolute no to
war, he replied: “No, and I
don’t think it would be a
good thing. The ambition
to totally eradicate Evil
would be even more damaging: it is the function of
original sin to remind us, as

The flags of Turkey and the European Union in front of the Nur-u Osmaniye Mosque in Istanbul

Romain Gary said, that an
‘inhuman part of humanity’
exists. But we must do our
utmost to limit non-inevitable wars. Such as the
one in Libya, for example”.

EUROPE
Patten, the European
Union’s crisis
and Turkey
A lucid analysis of the situation of the European Union
appeared in La Stampa on
5 April in an article by Chris
Patten, former British governor of Hong Kong, a former European commissioner for foreign affairs and rector of the University of Oxford. The subject was the
fragility of the European

Union in international politics. How to respond to this
crisis, Patten asked? “For
me the answer”, he says in
the article, “lies with Turkey.
A Europe with Turkey as a
member would of course
have a more dynamic economy. Turkey is a regional
powerhouse. It has weight
and respect in its own region
thanks to formidable combat forces. And, above all,
Turkey is a model today for
other Islamic societies that
are trying to come to terms
with democracy, civil liberties, the rule of law, an open
economy, pluralism and religion. As an EU member
Turkey would add a new dimension of enormous historical importance. Europeans would demonstrate

that it is possible to embrace
a Muslim democracy and
build a solid bridge between
Europe and western Asia.
This, in turn, could create a
new European identity and
image, give the EU a new
reason to exist in this century, a way to reject the politics
of division of the old.”

RUSSIA
Putin cites
St Francis
In a public speech, the Russian Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin said that it was not yet
time to declare his candidacy
for the next presidential
election, not for him nor for
the current President of the
Russian Federation Dmitry
Medvedev, because, he explained, “if we now give the
wrong signals, half of the administration and more than
half of the gover nment
would stop working pending
the changes”. Instead, he
added, “all in their own particular place, must cultivate
their garden daily, as Saint
Francis did”. Putin’s statement was reported by
Avvenire on 14 April.
q
Vladimir Putin
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Ecclesiastical Colleges of Rome

A bridge between
East and West
Founded in 1584 by Pope Gregory XIII
to promote relations between the Holy See
and the Maronite Church,
the Pontifical Maronite College now offers
itself as a place for dialogue between
different cultures and religions

Top, the fresco in the atrium
of the Maronite College depicting the
Coronation of the Virgin Mary, inspired
by the depiction in the sanctuary

by Pina Baglioni

of Qannoubine; here above, the College
entrance in Via di Porta Pinciana
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here is a bustle of comings
and goings at number 18 of
Via di Porta Pinciana, home
of the Pontifical Maronite College
in Rome: pilgrims complete with
flags from Lebanon and the Maronite eparchies of the Middle
East. But also from the diaspora
scattered to the four corners of the
world – the United States and
Canada in the lead – which accounts for two thirds of the three
and a half million heirs of Saint
Maron. On Sunday mor ning,
around ten thirty, you can easily
meet the Maronites living in the
Eternal City as they walk, with
bunches of kids in tow, to the
church of Saint Maron attached to
the College, in Via Aurora – the
street that runs along the east side
of the building – where mass is celebrated in the Syro-Antiochian
rite, attended also by many Muslim families. Then, after church,
people begin to chat around the
one bench outside the church, or
in the secluded garden, while others choose the Arabic language
classes organized for children
born in Italy.
All this happens around the
stately building in the Ludovisi district, wedged between big extra
deluxe hotels, banks and shops for
wealthy tourists.

T

Sunday Mass in the Syro-Antiochian rite in the church of Saint Maron attached
to the College

The Maronite College from
which the student priests living
there swarm every morning to the
Pontifical University, is the connecting link between the Holy See
and the Maronite Church, the
most ancient Church sui iuris of
the Syro-Antiochian rite, the only
one among all Christian Churches
of the Middle East that can boast of
always having been in full communion with the Successor of Peter. Tradition dates its origins between the fourth and fifth centuries
when, on the death of the Syrian
anchorite Maron, his followers be-

gan to build monasteries close to
his grave, in Apamea, Syria, on the
banks of the Orontes River.
In Via di Porta Pinciana, there is
not only the Maronite Pontifical
College for student priests however, but also the pastoral Mission at
the adjacent church of St Maron
and the Procuracy of the Patriarchate of Antioch of the Maronites
to the Holy See. Institutions that, in
recent months, have been at the
center of a whirlwind of events: the
celebrations, in 2010, for the sixteen hundredth anniversary of the
death of Saint Maron; the arrival ¬

History of the Pontifical Maronite College

Forge of patriarchs, orientalists and future saints
n the entrance hall of the Curia of the Jesuit General
House in Rome, one can view an old map that shows
the first five national Colleges, built during the sixteenth
century, all in the vicinity of the Roman College (the Gregorian University of the time) so that the seminarians
could get to class quickly: they were the English, the Germanic-Hungarian, the Armenian, the Greek and, of
course, the Maronite, which, unlike all the others, was a
College of a Church sui iuris present especially in
Lebanon and Syria, with rites and liturgy derived from the
Syro-Antiochian tradition. And which boasted full communion with Rome, despite the extreme difficulty of communication between the Holy See and the Middle East.
The contact between the Holy See and the Maronite
Church was consolidated during the Crusades, when
Christian armies had received great help from the Ma-

I

ronites. And one consequence of the refound relationship was the journey to Rome of Patriarch Jeremiah of
Amshit for the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215. In the following centuries, the popes sent missionaries and apostolic visitors to Lebanon to assess eventual doctrinal
problems among the faithful of Saint Maron. The Maronite Church was then a frontier Church, shut in among
the mountains of Lebanon and isolated not only from
Rome but also from the rest of the world because of the
need to protect itself from the pressure of the Ottomans.
One of the most brilliant results of the papal legation
in Lebanon between 1578 and 1580 was the foundation
of the Maronite College in Rome, established by Pope
Gregory XIII in 1584 with the Bull Humana sic ferunt. The
objective was to train aspiring priests in Rome who, on
returning to their country, might have a decisive impact ¬
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Ecclesiastical Colleges of Rome

Above, Benedict XVI with the Lebanese president Michel Suleiman and Cardinal
Nasrallah Pierre Sfeir, at the unveiling of the statue of Saint Maron in an outside
niche of St Peter’s basilica, 23 February 2011; right, the statue of Saint Maron
on the day of its unveiling

in Rome of the relics of the great
Maronite saints of the nineteenth
century: St Charbel Makhlouf, St
Rafka Rayes and St Nimatullah AlHardini, to whom devotion is
spreading like wildfire in Italy; the
setting-up, on 23 February last, of
the statue of Saint Maron in an outside niche of St Peter’s Basilica, in
the presence of Benedict XVI. Not
to mention, from 28 February to
15 March, the resignation of His
Beatitude Cardinal Nasrallah Pierre
Sfeir, after twenty-five years at the
leadership of the Patriarchate, and

the election of his successor, the
seventy-seventh Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites, Béchara
Boutros Raï, Bishop of Jbeil, Byblos of the Maronites - who then flew
twice to Rome within a few days:
on 14 April, for a private audience
with the Pope, and on 1 May, for
the beatification of John Paul II.
The Maronite College:
a slice of Middle Eastern
Christianity in the Eternal City
“We have experienced a period
rich in events the likes of which we

haven’t seen in a long time. We are
all a bit dazed, but very, very happy”. Monsignor Antoine Gebran
has been procurator of the Patriarchate for two years, and for the last
few months rector of the College
and chaplain of the migrants in the
diocese of Rome who belong to the
Syro-Antiochian Maronite Church.
In his early forties, he comes, like
the majority of Lebanese priests,
from the Kadisha Valley, in the
north of the country, also known as
the Sacred Valley because of the
myriad of monasteries lying below

their studies, many were called to the courts of Europe as
on the relationship between the pope and the patriarch
translators and ambassadors. Those who returned to
of Antioch of the Maronites. Who, in turn, might foster reLebanon, instead, opened schools throughout the counlations with all the other Eastern Churches.
try. Thus the Maronites who had studied in Rome made
The first establishment in Rome, the direction of
the languages, history, institutions and the religions of
which was entrusted to the Jesuits, was a house near
the Middle East known throughout Euthe church of San Giovanni della Ficozza,
rope. Also thanks to them, the first liturgia few meters from the present Gregorian
cal books were printed in Syriac. The first,
University and the Trevi Fountain, in a
in Rome, in 1585.
street that would later be called “Via dei
In 1662 the Patriarch Youhanna
Maroniti”. The first four students, already
Mahlouf asked the Pope to remove the
in Rome, were increased on 31 January
Jesuits from the direction of the Maronite
1584 by six more from Aleppo, Syria.
College because of financial mismanIn Rome, young boys of eight to nine
agement and the loss of vocations. From
began to arrive to do their primary schoolthen on the College was to have only Maing, then later, courses in Philosophy and
ronite rectors.
Theology. Having already learned the
Among the figures who brought luster
grammar of the Semitic languages at
to the Pontifical College in Rome
home, these boys easily assimilated LatStephen El Douaihy, the Maronite patriin, Italian, French and Spanish. So much
arch now on the path to beatification,
so that the saying ʻlearned as a Maroniteʼ
soon became current. After concluding The Patriarch Stephen El Douaihy stands out. Towards the end of the sev-
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the crests of the mountains. There,
between the eighth and ninth centuries, the followers of Saint Maron
who fled Syria because of continued persecution by the Byzantines,
the Monophysites and Muslims,
found shelter.
The young monsignor, before
taking on the triple responsibility,
was bursar of the College and
worked for seven years at the Pontifical Institute for the Family:
“Priests are sent here to us”, he explains, “by the bishops of all the
Maronite eparchies. But also from
all the other Christian Churches in
the Middle East, whether in communion with Rome or not. As happens in Lebanon, for that matter,
where the Maronites have always
lived alongside the Apostolic Armenians and Catholic Armenians, the
Greek Orthodox and the Melkites,
the Syro-Orthodox and SyroCatholics, Assyrians, Copts,
Chaldeans, and Latin Rite
Catholics. As well as Shiites, Sunnis, Druze, Jews and Protestants”.
The priests come to Rome after
completing the first cycle of studies
in philosophy and theology in over
ninety diocesan and interdiocesan
seminaries scattered throughout
Lebanon. “Thank God we still have
many vocations, also adult ones.
So many that it became necessary
to establish training houses in
Lebanon for mature vocations”,

adds Monsignor Gibran. “Here in
the College we host priests between the ages of 26 and 40.
There are twelve Lebanese, ten
Maronites and two GreekCatholics. The others arrived
through the Congregation for Eastern Churches, which grants scholarships for their sustenance in
Rome. Currently we host an Orthodox from the Patriarchate of
Jerusalem, an Assyrian and three
Syro-Catholics from Iraq and four
Koreans of the Latin rite. Then we
have two laymen, a Frenchman
and an Italian. In past years there
were also many Chaldeans. Let’s
say that we consider them justified
absentees...”. The communal moments are the Tuesday mass in the
church of St Maron – celebrated in
Italian, but according to the rite of
the officiating celebrant – and
breakfast at 7:30am, lunch at
1:00pm and dinner at 7:00pm
each day. While the group of Maronites meet on other days for
Mass and Vespers at 6.45 pm in a
chapel on the second floor of the
College; all the others make their
own arrangements. “Then, in fact,
some also come to attend our Mass
with the liturgy written in Syriac, a
variant of Aramaic, and pronounced in Arabic.” Like many of
their colleagues in the other Colleges of Rome, the Maronite
priests are also asked to help in

parishes on weekends, at Christmas and Easter. “We have by now
stable relationships with some of
the parishes of Rome, Milan, Parma and Como, where our priests
also go during the summer holidays”, says Don Joseph Sfeir, the
bursar of the Maronite College.
Charbel Ghoussoub has been a
priest for nine years and comes
from the archeparchy of Antelias,
not far from Beirut. He is about to
gain his licentiate in the Sciences of
Education at the Salesian University. “I’m about to return to Lebanon
because my bishop has called me
home and I’ve already been a ¬

Saint Maron

enteenth century he wrote the Annals, the first history of
the Maronite Church from its origins. He also encouraged the rebirth of the great Maronite religious orders,
which had leveled down to the norms in force in the Latin
world, by reintroducing rules based on the teachings of
Saint Antony Abbot, the founder of monasticism. The
work of El Douaihy was also crucial for the reconciliation
of Eastern Orthodox Christian communities to the Holy
See. Among other things, the first patriarch of the SyroCatholic Church, Ignatius Michael III Jarweh, was a student at the Maronite College.
Another giant of the College was Joseph Simon Assemani who, together with other members of his family, a
whole dynasty of orientalists, enriched the Vatican Apostolic Library. Joseph Simon Assemani joined it in 1710 as
scribe. Sent by Clement XI in 1715 to the East in search of
manuscripts, he traveled in Syria and Egypt, where he
managed to buy almost the entire library of the Coptic
monastery of St Macarius and part of that of the
Monastery of the Syrians in Nitria; he also brought to Europe the first Coptic fragments of the White Monastery. In

in the mosaic
devoted to him in the
church attached
to the College

1717 all these manuscripts – now preserved in the Vatican Library – were brought by him to Rome, where he devoted himself to the study of the Syriac ones and then
published the results at the Bibliotheca Orientalis
Clementino-Vaticana. The first custodian of the Vatican library, in 1739, in collaboration with his nephew Stephen
Evodia Assemani. He initiated the compiling of a catalogue of the Vatican manuscripts, of which only the first
three volumes dedicated to the Hebrew and Syriac
codexes were issued. Joseph Simon Assemani, as pontifical legate, was a leading figure in the Synod of Mount
Lebanon in 1736, of which he assumed the presidency. It
was he again who drew up a “Constitutional Charter” of
the Maronite Church. The document, which was strongly
impregnated with latinized norms and at first considerably challenged, because judged harmful to the an- ¬
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Left, a painting showing Charbel Makhlouf, Rafka Rayes and Nimatullah Al-Hardini,
the three great Maronite saints of the nineteenth century, hung in the College church;
above, an altar of the College church with some reliquaries

parish priest there for five years. I’ll
probably be back in Rome again for
a doctorate”, he tells us. “In Rome
one breathes the universality of the
Church, so many rites, such great
richness. Only here can you understand how great the Church is. And
we take this awareness back with us
to Lebanon, where the space, both
physical and mental, in which one
moves is often the seminary and
parish, the parish and seminary,
within an entirely Lebanese situation. It’s important to study in
Rome not least to help others understand what the Maronite
Church is. More than one colleague at the university has asked
me if my parents were still dMuslims, and when it was I converted to
Christianity...”. Then there is Antoun Charbel, a doctoral student in

Canon Law, already with a licenciate in theology and missionary experience in Nigeria, where he
worked for years in his own parish.
We asked him whether there was
hope among the younger Maronite
priests that Lebanon will go beyond
the concept of religious “communitarianism”, judged by many
Lebanese historians to be the
greatest obstacle to full development and full democracy in the
Land of the Cedars. “For the present it’s only a rather remote ideal,
difficult to reach: this is still the time
of religious communities, because,
for now, we have no other system
than this. Suffice to say that at
home there is no single history of
Lebanon, but as many histories as
there are religious communities,
which are seventeen. But right now

we’re very optimistic about the appointment of the new Patriarch: he
certainly will be able at least to calm
the spirits of those in our country”.
“It would be nice if the Maronite
College could play, in ever more obvious manner, its part in the delicate
situation in the Middle East: to retrieve, that is, the role of cultural, religious and political intermediary
that it had from the sixteenth century on”, says the rector, Monsignor
Gebran. “This year we also celebrate the eleventh anniversary of the
2001 reopening of the College after
the long break that began with the
Second World War. During the long,
terrible years of civil war in Lebanon
our priests continued to come to
Rome, staying here and there, especially at Propaganda Fide and the
Capranica College. Thanks to the

from the French, the Turkish Sultan and the Austrian Emcient rite of Antioch, was in the end approved: the Maperor Franz Joseph. The latter refused to give money, but
ronite Church lived by that legislation up to the promulgaaccorded the Maronite seminarians hospitality at Villa
tion of the Code of Eastern Canon Law in 1991.
dʼEste in Tivoli, near Rome, for their summer holidays. AfThe life of the Maronite College was interrupted on 1
ter completing the task in Rome, the Maronite bishop
March 1798, when the French troops who had occupied
opened another College in Paris. He was, among other
Rome requisitioned the building, forcing students to
things, the founder of the Congregation of the Sisters of
take refuge at the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda
the Holy Family, and also managed to creFide.
ate an eparchy in Egypt. He died in 1931 in
In 1891 Pope Leo XIII determined the
the odor of sanctity, and his cause for bereopening of the College with the Bull Olim
atification is currently underway.
sapienter, giving the Maronites half the
amount needed to purchase a building in
Unfortunately in 1906 the College
Via di Porta Pinciana. A few years later, on
closed its doors again, this time because
3 July 1895, an area of building plots beof a lack of students, and did not reopen
tween Via di Porta Pinciana and Via Aurora
again until 1920. Everything proceeded
was purchased for building the definitive
calmly until 1939 when, because of the
College and the church of St Maron. The
imminent outbreak of World War II, there
person who worked for the reopening was
was yet another closure. Despite the
Bishop Elias Boutros Hoyek, who became
problems with the College, the Procurapatriarch in 1899. To get the Roman center
cy of the Patriarchate of Antioch refor priestly formation going, he sought help Giuseppe Simone Assemani
mained active; the procurator, in fact,
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hard and intelligent work of my
predecessor, Monsignor Hanna Alwan, immediately after the 2000 Jubilee the College was able finally to
resume its journey.” There is also a
hint in Monsignor Gibran’s words of
regret for the many treasures lost
over the years: “Hundreds of very
valuable books are no longer here.
Many took their way to the library of
the Pontifical Oriental Institute.
When I was studying for a doctorate
in Oriental Ecclesiastical Sciences at
that institution, it was heartbreaking
to find in my hands a volume with
the stamp of the Pontifical Maronite
College. But we had Jesuit rectors
for a long time...”
In the archway of the entrance
to the building, a brightly colored
fresco depicts the Coronation of
the Madonna, at the base of which
runs an inscription in Syriac praising the Virgin. “The Coronation
does not correspond to our traditional iconography”, explains Don
Joseph Sfeir. “This image is taken
from that of the shrine of Qannoubine in the Kadisha Valley,
home of the patriarchs from the fifteenth to the nineteenth century,
among the most venerated in
Lebanon and the oldest of the Holy
Valley”. Immediately below the
fresco there is a small replica of the
statue of Saint Maron set up last 23
February in an outside niche of St
Peter’s Basilica. “The righteous will

Benedict XVI and the new Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites, His Beatitude Béchara
Boutros Raï, with the delegation of bishops and the faithful who accompanied him
to Rome after the granting of the ecclesiastica communio (granted 24 March 2011),
the Sala Clementina of the Vatican Apostolic Palace, 14 April 2011

flourish and grow like the cedar of
Lebanon”, says the Psalm inscribed in Aramaic, on the stole of
the founder of the Maronite
Church. Moving ahead, then, one
comes to a large hall at the far end
of which can be seen, the throne of
the Patriarch where obviously His
Beatitude sits on the occasions he
finds himself in the Eternal City.
On the walls there is a series of
portraits of the patriarchs and the
most significant figures in Maronite
history, all alumni of the Maronite

College: the servant of God His
Beatitude Stephen El Douaihy, father of Maronite historiography
and promoter and supporter of the
great religious orders, now on his
way to beatification. Then Joseph
Simon Assemani, who lived between the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the most prestigious representative of the dynasty
of the Assemani orientalists who
enriched the Vatican Apostolic Library with thousands of volumes of
Eastern patristics. And then the ¬

The Procurator Monsignor Elias Boutros Hoyek, the future
Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites, in the center of the photo
in the front row, and the Rector of the College, Father Gabriel
Moubarak, third from the right in the front row, with students
of the College, the photo dates from 1893

continued to reside in the first house purchased in Via
di Porta Pinciana in 1891.
From 1939 up to 1980 the building was rented out and
used as a hotel. It resumed activity definitively on 15 Sep-

tember 2001, after the Jubilee, thanks especially to Bishop Emile Eid, procurator general of the Patriarchate of
the Maronites from 1958 to 2003 who, in virtue of his perseverance and great force of character, insured that the
glorious Maronite College could resume its existence.
It was he who, for ten years, pursued the conservative restoration of the building, succeeding in overcoming many bureaucratic and legal difficulties. He is considered one of the most important personages of the
Maronite Church of the twentieth century thanks both to
his great capacity to keep alive and fruitful the relations
between the Maronite Church and the Holy See; and to
his enormous theological culture.
As well as Monsignor Eid, it was Monsignor Hanna Alwan, rector for ten years, who took care this time of the ¬
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Ecclesiastical Colleges of Rome
Above, Monsignor
Antoine Gebran,
present Rector
of the College;
left, the hall of the College
with the Patriarch’s throne

portraits of Nasrallah Pierre Sfeir,
for twenty-five years – politically
extremely dramatic for Lebanon –
at the head of the Maronite
Church. And very recent photos of
Béchara Boutros Raï. “A great pastor, our new patriarch, who has already shown concretely his desire
to pacify souls in Lebanon”, says
the rector. “As, for example, gathering together, as soon as he was
elected, all the representatives of
the country’s political forces. Including Hezbollah, a party made up
of Lebanese like us. Who certainly
didn’t come from outside to occupy
us, but managed to defend the land
in the last war with Israel in 2006”.

And, speaking of the role of liaison between the Church of Rome
and the Maronite Church, we
asked if the College had not paradoxically encouraged the Latinization of the ancient Syro-Antiochian
rite, not least in the light of the dispatching, in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, of the Western religious orders to check on the
doctrine and liturgy of the disciples
of Saint Maron. “It is clear that, being the only Middle Eastern Church
that has always been in communion with Rome, we have undergone a certain assimilation”, says
the rector, “mostly however in externals, such as in liturgical vest-

ments, rather than in substance.
We have adopted the chasuble. But
we saved our Syrian-Antiochian
liturgy.” Don Joseph Sfeir is of a
slightly different opinion: “Let’s not
attribute blame to anyone, God forbid, but the papal legations scrutinized our liturgical texts very closely, one by one. And what in their
opinion was not quite in line with
the Latin liturgy was burned, destroyed”.
Coming back to today, we finally ask the rector, for a judgment on
an issue that many Maronites consider the problem of problems: the
emigration of Maronites from
Lebanon because of political instability and the population explosion
of Muslims: “It would be foolish to
deny what’s happening”, he
replies. “It must also be said, however, that many of us are going
back. And also that many Muslims
are leaving. But the fate of the Maronite Church is in the hands of our
Lord: He has kept us for sixteen
hundred years. If He still wants us
there, we’ll stay. What can I say:
His will be done”.
q

Congregation for Eastern Churches, Monsignor Alwan has
ensured the return to the College of Via di Porta Pinciana of
all the Maronite students spread around other ecclesiastical structures, while also housing priests belonging to other Eastern Churches.
P. B.

Pope Pius X with Patriarch Elias Boutros Hoyek,
fifth from the left, 23 July 1905

Pope Pius XI
receiving in audience
the Patriarch

restoration of the College. Alwan is a judge of the Tribunal
of the Roman Rota, professor in utroque iure at the Pontifical Universities and in charge of Europe for the Congregation of the Lebanese Missionaries, an order of patriarchal
jurisdiction, Finally, he is postulator for the beatification of
Patriarch Elias Boutros Hoyek. With the support of the
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of Antioch of the
Syrians Ignatius
Gabriel I Tappouni,
seated to the right
of the Pope,
15 August 1929

Above, a panorama of the roofs and domes of Rome from the terrace
of the monastery of St Antony Abbot, on the Colle Oppio; right, the façade
of the monastery in the Square of St Peter in Chains

The Maronite Archipelago
An overview of the Maronite religious houses in Rome.
There are those who host seminarians and student priests and, again,
those who have transformed their monastery into a shrine dedicated
to the great Maronite saints.
by Pina Baglioni

n addition to the Pontifical College, Rome hosts a cluster of
procuracies and priestly colleges of the most important Maronite Orders.
The Lebanese Maronite Order
is housed in a small monastery not
far from the Pyramid of Cestia,
near the parish church dedicated
to St Marcella, a 4th century Roman noblewoman who, by a curious analogy with the Maronite
monks, followed the rule of St
Antony Abbot together with her
friends.
On the Colle Oppio, opposite
the Basilica of St Peter in Chains,
a stone’s throw from the Colosseum, there is the convent of Saint

I

Antony Abbot, the residence of
the Mariamite Maronites of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. They have
been there since 1753, after moving from the house and the church
of Saints Peter and Marcellinus in
via Labicana. And again, between
the Via Portuense and the Trullo
district, there is the priestly College of the Antonian Maronite Order of Sant Isaiah. Finally, as
guests in various ecclesiastical institutions, the priests of the
Lebanese Maronite Missionary
Order study and work in Rome
and, being of patriarchal and not
pontifical jurisdiction like all the
others, it does not have a General
House in Rome.

At the end of the seventeenth
century, the Lebanese Maronite
and the Maronite Order of the
Blessed Virgin Mary constituted a
single body, the Lebanese Aleppine Order founded on 10 November 1695 by three young Syrians
from Aleppo, Gabriel Hawwa, Abdallah Qara’li and Joseph El-Betn,
who had established their residence in the monastery of Our Lady of Qannoubine in the Kadisha
valley in northern Lebanon.
In Rome, as early as 1707, the
Aleppine Order, obtained from
Clement XI the Church of Saints
Marcellinus and Peter on the Via
Labicana, not least thanks to the
success of a mission entrusted by ¬
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Left, the chapel of the monastery of Saint Antony Abbot, the seat of the Mariamite Maronite Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary;
right, a portrait of St Theresa of the Child Jesus in the entrance hall

the Pope to Gabriel Hawwa to
bring a Coptic bishop back to Roman obedience. Meanwhile, in
Lebanon, there was such an influx
of young people from Damascus,
Jerusalem, Sidon and from many
Egyptian cities that it necessitated
the move to the larger monastery
of Saint Elysées in Becharre and
the foundation of other monasteries also outside the country.
The Patriarch Stephen El
Douaihy, a strong supporter of the
Order, had a decisive hand in redrafting the rule, which had vaguely followed that of Saint Antony
Abbot, but had been too leveled
down in line with those of the Latin
Orders. The Rule was permanently approved on 31 March 1732 by
Clement XII.
Deeply attached to rural life, the
monks shared its austerity. It was
always to these monks that the Patriarch entrusted responsibility for

the Lebanese diaspora in Egypt,
Europe and the New World. The
Maronite Church, totally concentrated in the mountains of
Lebanon, owes to them the unwavering attachment of the people to
Christianity, the land, and the papacy. And above all the education
of peasants and of the poor: village
schools often arose in the shadow
of the monasteries and parish
churches.
Over time, however, serious
conflicts arose within the Order
that led to the emergence of two
positions: one held that the post of
Father General should be a lifetime

Left, The ancient texts
preserved in the wellfurnished library
of the monastery; above, a
photo of the Servant of God
Father Antonios Tarabay:
his cause for beatification
is under way

appointment and that the Order
should take on a missionary character. The other, however, held
that the position should have a
term and that the Order should
keep wholly to the contemplative
life.
The differences were not resolved, and on 19 July 1770 there
came the split into the Antonian
Aleppine Order of the Maronites,
of missionary character, and the
Lebanese Maronite Order, of contemplative vocation. Each with its
own members, monasteries and
possessions. In 1969 the Aleppine
Order then took the name of the
Mariamite Maronite Order of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
In ter ms of the situation in
Rome, the split meant that the
Aleppines remained in Saints Marcellinus and Peter, to then later
move to the residence in the piazza
of St Peter in Chains, and that the
Lebanese Maronite Order moved
to Cyprus to give spiritual assistance to the Maronites living on
the island. The presence of the
Maronites in Cyprus dates from
the eleventh century when, after
fleeing to Syria because of persecution, some moved on to take
refuge there, while the majority
fled to the mountains of Lebanon.
The Order of the Patriarch:
the Maronites of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
The monastery of Saint Antony
Abbot, the seat of the Procuracy
of the Mariamite Maronite Order
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the

The entrance to the monastery
of the Lebanese Maronite Order
with the statue of St Charbel Makhlouf
canonized in 1977 by Pope Paul VI

priestly training College is a
stone’s throw from the Colosseum. When we went to visit them
we found the Mariamite fathers in
a state of great euphoria: His
Beatitude Béchara Boutros Raï,
the newly elected patriarch, in fact
belongs to their order. “The
choice, in my opinion, comes
from the Holy Spirit. He is the
right person for every Lebanese,
Christian and otherwise, and for
the Maronite Church, thanks to
his intelligence, his charisma and
his ability to dialogue with everyone”, says Father François Nasr,
bursar and postulator of the Order, who is busy dealing with the
beatification process of the Servant of God Father Antonios
Tarabay. “In his priestly life this religious was involved in the spiritual
direction of the Sisters of St John
the Baptist in Lebanon. Greatly
devoted to the Blessed Sacrament, he practiced asceticism and
contemplation. Sent, then, to the
monastery of Qannoubine in the
Holy Valley he lived in perfect and
complete union with Jesus Christ.
Later he was stricken by a serious
illness that he heroically endured
for twenty-seven years. He embodies the charism of our Order,
that is to say a perfect combination of the missionary life immersed in everyday living and the
mystical life of renunciation,
prayer and contemplation”.
A case almost more unique
than rare, the College is still home
to seminarians who come to Rome
after having already attended the
two-years Philosophy course in
Lebanon. “Until some time ago
our students could also attend the
two year course in Rome. We also
welcome bishops and pilgrims
from all over the world.” At the
College in Rome they do three
years of theology and then specialist studies such as Spiritual Theology, Canon Law, Human Sciences,
and Mariology: “not least because
of our name, adopted during the

Second Vatican Council, through
the insistence of Father Genadios
Mourani (a fellow brother known
for his great spirituality who died in
a terrorist ambush in Lebanon in
1959), who wanted more than
anything to put our Order under
the protection of Our Lady”.
Back in Lebanon these students
will become rectors of the various
university campuses of the Order,
which now have six thousand students enrolled, or headmasters of
the schools, attended by seven
thousand students, or rectors of
seminaries, and parish priests.
“Our Rome College has always
been the place that received the
Lebanese Maronites, and students
from the other Christian Churches. Many people come to attend
Mass in our chapel on Sunday
mornings, attracted by the ancient
Syro-Antiochian liturgy”.
The monastery-college has a library rich in sacred texts dating
from the thirteenth century,
among them are many volumes of
Arabic literature. In the entrance
hall, Father François points out a
portrait of St Theresa of the Child
Jesus. “In Lebanon, the devotion
to her is immense: the first
monastery dedicated to her, after
her canonization, was a male Mariamite monastery. The father general of the Order had been present
at the ceremony at the Vatican and
was impressed by her exemplary
life. At this moment her relics are
visiting Palestine. And St Theresa,
from what I hear, is doing great
things over there.”

The Lebanese Maronite
Order, forge of saints
The Lebanese Maronite Order, although depending on the Holy
See, was granted a Procurate in
Rome only very late. “We always
had the great desire of coming to
Rome. But it was continually postponed because there was a belief
that the Mariamite presence in the
Eternal City was sufficient”, explains Father Elias Al Jamhoury,
postulator of the Causes of the
Saints of the Order and procurator
general in Rome. What ‘brought’
these monks to Rome was the
cause of beatification of Saint
Charbel Makhlouf, canonized by
Pope Paul VI on 9 October 1977.
It became necessary sixty years
ago to have a postulator who could
follow the cause of Charbel, born
in Bkaakafra in northern Lebanon,
in 1828 and who died in 1898.
Thanks to the harvest of miracles
granted through the intercession
of this monk the whole of Lebanon
and the Maronites all over the
world are immensely devoted to
him.
“Saint Charbel is like the cedar
of Lebanon, by now a constituent
part of our country. Every Maronite has to do with him, for one
reason or another, though by now
he has devotees all over the world.
He’s a little like your Padre Pio”,
two young monks in the
monastery confirm. As chance
would have it, they are both called
Charbel. One is a doctoral student
in Christian Archaeology, the other in Biblical Sciences. They are ¬
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housed in the College of St Anselm
University along with the other
four members of the Order in
Rome for specialized studies.
When study per mits, the two
Charbels lend a hand to Father
Elias. Not least because for some
time now phone calls, letters and
visitors from all over Italy have
been arriving at the monastery to
ask favors of St Charbel and two
other saints of the Order: St Rafka
Rayes, a nun canonized in 2001,
and Nimatullah Al-Hardini, a great
theologian, made a saint in 2004.
The three may soon be joined by a
fourth: the friar Estephan Nehmé,
beatified on 27 June 2010.
The chapel adjacent to the
monastery near the Pyramid of
Cestia houses the relics of the

The Antonians of St Isaiah
and the friendship
with the Druze people
One of the tasks of the Antonian
Maronite Order of St Isaiah – one
of great relevance to the times in
which we live – is dialogue with and
acceptance of other faiths.
“Everything began with Bishop Gebraël Blouzani, the future
patriarch of the Maronite Church
who, in 1673, decided to found
the monastery of Our Lady at
Tamica in norther n Lebanon,
making it the seat of his bishopric”, says Father Maged
Maroun. “After having educated
many young people in the rules of
Easter n monastic life, he sent
them out to build the monastery
of St Isaiah in Broumana, on top

Misericordiarum Pater, on 17
January 1740”.
The young aspirants to the
priesthood nowadays make their
novitiate in the famous monastery
of St Isaiah in Lebanon, considered the mother house of the Antonian Maronite Order. Their
presence in Rome dates back to
1906, with a first seminary on
the Janiculum. Then, in 1958,
on the Via Boccea. And, since
1998, in Via Affogalasino, between the Portuense and Trullo
districts.
“Today there are seven priests
studying in Rome and they are
specializing in Sacred Music, and
Canon Law”, says Father Maged.
“But above all in the Eastern Ecclesiastical Sciences and Islamic-

On the left,
the entrance
to the monastery
of the Lebanese
Maronite Order,
with a show-case
containing some
reliquaries;
right, the small
chapel adjoining
the monastery
where the relics
of the Lebanese
saints are venerated

three saints, and has become a
place of pilgrimage for a large
number of people from Rome and
beyond who come to ask for favors. “Who would have guessed!
Our intention – if the Congregation for Eastern Churches allows it,
of course – is to transform the
place into a true and proper shrine
to St Charbel: the flow of pilgrims
shows no sign of stopping”, adds
Father Elias. “Saint Charbel began
to perform miracles the day after
his death. So much so that in 1926
the cause began. In the Holy Year
of 1950 there were thirty thousand miracles. In a spiritual tandem with the miracles of Our Lady
of Lourdes. Then, in 1951, it was
decided there was no point in waiting any longer and we finally came
to Rome”.
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of a hill called Aramta, where, on
the feast of the Assumption in
1700, the first mass was celebrated. The area was mainly inhabited
by the Druze, a people who had
fled from Egypt and followed a religion of Muslim derivation, neither Sunni nor Shiite. They had
settled in the mountains of
Lebanon in 1300 – about five
hundred years after the Maronites
– to escape persecution by the
Sunnis. The Emir Abdullah Abillamah, leader of the Druze in the
area, welcomed the arrival of the
monks and decided, along with
other emirates in the area, to send
their children to study with the
Antonians. Many of them asked
to be baptized. Not least for that
reason Pope Clement XII approved our Order with the Bull

Christian Dialogue at the Pontifical Oriental Institute and the Pontifical Institute of Arab and Islamic
Studies. In addition to their study,
they work in the parishes of the
area, visiting the sick. At Easter,
for example, they went to bless
the homes of local residents”.
Back in Lebanon, they will become teachers in the schools and
three university campuses of the
Order, or parish priests both in
Lebanon and among the Maronites of the diaspora. “Faithful
to the origins of our vocation they
must become ever more a channel of communication with everyone, Christians and others. As our
new statutes and our history indicate”, the monk concludes.

The Missionaries
of the Patriarch
Scattered throughout various ecclesiastical institutions in Rome,
the priests of the Congregation of
Lebanese Missionaries constitute a
male religious institution of patriarchal jurisdiction. They are also
called Kreimists because they were
founded on 22 May 1884 at the
monastery of Kreim, in Ghosta, on
Mount Lebanon, by Youhanna
Habib, a priest of the Eparchy of
Baalbek, with the purpose of educating young Maronites and proclaiming the Gospel to non-believers also. Its members take a vow
not to aspire to ecclesiastical titles.
The Lebanese Missionaries are active not only in Lebanon but also in
the Maronite communities of

“The Maronites settled in the
north, after coming away from Syria to escape first the Byzantines and
then the Muslims. And the choice
was very wise: when they arrived in
Lebanon, the Turks stayed on the
coasts and in southern cities because they were terribly afraid of
the mountains. Thus, the Maronites were sheltered”.
The founder of the Congregation of the Lebanese Maronite Missionaries, Youhanna Habib, was a
judge in the Turkish Empire at the
end of the nineteenth century.
When the Empire’s officials saw
how difficult it was to make the Maronites obey Islamic law, they instituted a tribunal for them and another for Muslims, so that cases did not
all end up in the tribunal in Istanbul.

Not only that, Hoyek also
founded the Congregation of the
Holy Family, nuns whose primary
mission is to the family through the
education of children and assistance to parish priests in the family
ministry. The spiritual direction of
the Congregation of the Holy
Family is entrusted to the Congregation of Lebanese Maronite Missionaries.
“One feature of the Lebanese
Missionaries is great application to
study. A little like the Jesuits”,
Monsignor Alwan adds, with some
pride. Finally, we ask him whether
the work of the missionaries will
become increasingly onerous as a
result of the steady emigration of
Maronites. And what course
should the Holy See adopt: “The

Left, a mass in the community chapel of the Antonian Maronite Order of St Isaiah;
above, the community with Patriarch Sfeir; right, Monsignor Hanna Alwan,
head of the Congregation of Lebanese Missionaries in Europe

Brazil, Argentina, South Africa, the
USA and Australia.
“We send our priests to study directly in the mission areas. Thus in
the meantime they already begin to
assist the Maronites of the Diaspora. Only those who are to specialize
in disciplines that are only studied
here, such as Dogmatic Theology,
Canon Law and Biblical studies,
come to Rome”. Monsignor Hanna Alwan, whom we have already
met in the role of rector emeritus of
the Pontifical Maronite College, is,
among many other things, responsible for the Congregation of Maronite Lebanese Missionaries in
Europe. He, too, comes from
northern Lebanon, the cradle of
the Church of Saint Maron. And he
entered the Congregation at age
16, along with his twin brother.

Habib was appointed as a judge for
the Maronites. But, having fallen
into disgrace with the emir, he left
the court in order to become a Jesuit. The patriarch would not permit him. He ordained him priest,
assigned him some priests as support and sent him on a mission. It
was a time when the Maronites
were emigrating to the Americas,
and the Patriarch feared that, once
there, they would lose the faith.
Then Youhanna Habib was appointed bishop. And when the patriarch died, the Synod chose him
as his successor. He refused but on
his proposal a friend was chosen in
his place, in 1899. The friend was
Elias Boutros Hoyek, a bishop who
in 1890 had come to Rome to buy
land for the rebuilding of the Pontifical Maronite College.

interest of Rome was reinforced
when it realized that the Muslim
shock wave was becoming ever
stronger, in Lebanon as for other
Churches of the Middle East. In
short, when they studied the numbers, the awareness grew. The
Synod of the Eastern Churches
celebrated last October was important. If only because the media all
over the world discussed the state
of things. We are all awaiting Pope
Benedict XVI’s exhortation. It’s
not inconceivable that what’s happening in the Middle East and
North Africa will bring some good.
I’m convinced that the young people we’ve seen in the public
squares want freedom and work.
Rightly so. And that this yearning
for democracy could also help the
Christians”.
q
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Introduction
by Lorenzo Cappelletti

W

e republish a fine article, The pact with the Serpent , by Massimo
Borghesi from February 2003, in the wake of events in the national and
international sphere in which one is struck not only by the perversity of the actions, but also by what seems almost the over-exceeding of human freedom
and the odious link made with the Christian religion. As the Church’s ancient
and recent history teaches, what has always produced hatred of the Christian
faith, within and without the Church, has been an anguish and a frenzy nourished by religious symbols and beliefs.
What comes to mind here is one of the last private discussions that Don Giussani had with Pope John Paul II in the early ‘nineties, which he himself recounted as follows: the Pope told him that agnosticism, summarized in the formula
“God, even if He exists, has nothing to do with life”, was the greatest danger to
the faith – a notion that Don Giussani had himself lectured on several times.
Giussani responded with the freedom of the sons of God (which is one of the
humanly most fascinating expressions of the faith): “No, Your Holiness, not agnosticism, but Gnosticism is the danger for the Christian faith!”.
A couple of decades later we can now see how provident that shift of Don
Giussani was. A shift that can also be documented by the interview, given in
April 1992, in which Don Giussani speaks of the persecution against those
“who act within the simplicity of the Tradition”. To the interviewer’s question:
“A real persecution?”, Don Giussani replied, “Just so. The world’s wrath doesn’t arise today at the word Church, it also stays quiet at the idea that someone
should define himself Catholic, or at the person of the Pope viewed as a moral
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Nova
vetera
et

authority. Indeed there is formal, even sincere, deference. The hatred is unleashed – barely contained, but
soon it will overflow – on those Catholics who take a
«Non l’agnosticismo,
stance as such, Catholics who act within the simplicity
ma lo gnosticismo
è il pericolo
of Tradition” (Luigi Giussani, Un avvenimento di vita,
per la fede cristiana»
cioè una storia [An event of life: that is, a story],
Così don Luigi Giussani
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Elohim creating Adam, detail, William Blake, (1757-1827), watercolor and ink, Tate Gallery, London

The pact with the Serpent
The Serpent, the tempter, appears in the guise of the liberator,
the one who raises man beyond good and evil, beyond the “law”,
beyond the God of old, foe of freedom. The last two hundred years
have rediscovered the liberatory principle of the world affirmed by
the Ophite sect, a principle foreshadowed in the notions
of Sabbatai Zevi with his Messiah consigned to the serpents
by Massimo Borghesi
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Hegel, with his dialectic of the negative, was to give rich theoretical
guise to this idea. Man must sin, must come out of natural innocence
to become God. He must realize the promise of the Serpent:
must know, like God, good and evil. This knowledge “is the origin
of sickness, but also the fountainhead of health, it is the poisoned
chalice from which man drinks death and putrefaction,
and at the same time the wellspring of reconciliation,
since to posit oneself as wicked is in itself the overcoming of evil”
The Ophites: the Serpent as liberator

For more than two centuries western culture has
toyed with evil, coddled it, justified it. The negative
communicates vertigo, delirium of omnipotence, unconfessable emotions; lights up with ruddy gleams forbidden paths, the abysses of the night, the frozen
peaks. It gives its coloring to the particular modern Titanism, the provocative challenge it launches at the
Eternal. If the old Faustus of Marlowe repents on the
point of death, the later one lives on the outrage,
yearns for dissolution. The Pact with the Serpent, as
Mario Praz called one of his last books1, now becomes
stable. The Serpent, the tempter, appears in the guise
of the liberator, of the one who raises man beyond
good and evil, beyond the “law”, beyond the God of
old, foe of freedom. The last two hundred years have
rediscovered “The liberatory principle of the world [affirmed] by the Ophite sect”2, a principle glimpsed, according to Gershom Scholem, in the notions of Sabbatai Zevi with his Messiah consigned to the “serpents”3. A principle reaffirmed by Ernst Bloch in his
Atheism in Christianity where the Christ-Serpent
frees the world from the tyranny of Jaweh4. Goethe also, according to Vittorio Mathieu, “had heard speak
of the Ophite sect”5. In his Goethe and his guardian
devil, Mathieu observes that in Faust Mephistopheles
is the “force that brings out from the shadows the positive in man”6. As God says to Mephistopheles in the
Prologue in Heaven, “You have only to show yourself, freely, what you are; I have never hated your
peers; of all the spirits that deny, mockery is the one
that bores me less. The activity of man slumps too easily and he would sink with pleasure into an absolute
slumber. So I willingly put a companion beside him
who spurs him on, and will act, and must, as Devil,
create”7. The Devil is set willingly (“gern”) by God as
man’s collaborator. As Mircea Eliade remarked, “one
might speak of an organic sympathy between the
Creator and Mephistopheles” 8. Goethe makes of
Mephistopheles, of evil, the spring that moves to action (“Tat”), towards what is positive. It is an idea, destined to go a long way, for which the road to Heaven
passes through hell. Man becomes man, vital, intelligent, free, only by tasting the bitterness of life to the

dregs. The innocence of the “beautiful soul” is, on the
contrary, inertia, stasis, death. Hegel, with his dialectic of the negative, was to give rich theoretical guise to
this idea. Man must sin, must come out of natural innocence to become God. He must realize the promise
of the Serpent: must know, like God, good and evil.
This knowledge “is the origin of sickness, but also the
fountainhead of health, it is the poisoned chalice from
which man drinks death and putrefaction, and at the
same time the wellspring of reconciliation, since to
posit oneself as wicked is in itself the overcoming of
evil”9. From this perspective the figure of the Rebel
Angel, of the one who, by provoking man, is alleged
to raise him to his freedom, shines with a new splendor. Mephistopheles becomes, step by step, the hero,
the modern Prometheus, the liberator. “Without for
the moment seeking the deep causes” – wrote Roger
Caillois in 1937 – “one must acknowledge that one of
the psychological phenomena most freighted with
consequences at the start of the 19th century was the
birth and spread of poetic Satanism, the fact that the
writer voluntarily took the part of the Angel of evil and
felt precise affinities with him. In this light Romanticism appears in part as a transmutation of value”10.
From Byron to Vigny “satanic mythology” has
worked up the figure of an “Angel of evil”, rebellious
and vengeful, the premises for which go back in time.

Satan against God

Mario Praz, in his Romantic Agony, still today the
most interesting work on the fascination of the demoniac in nineteenth-century literature, rightly indicates
the start of the process in the particular characterization of Satan offered by Milton in his Paradise Lost. It
was “Milton [who] conferred upon the figure of Satan
all the charm of an untamed rebel which already belonged to the Prometheus of Aeschylus and to the Capaneo of Dante”11. The Adversary “becomes strangely
beautiful”12. As Baudelaire wrote: “Le plus parfait type
de Beauté virile est Satan – à la manière de Milton”13.
Harold Bloom remarks on the point, “Milton’s God is
a catastrophe”, as is Christ, who “is a poetical disaster
in Paradise Lost”14. For Blake: “The reason Milton
wrote in fetters when he wrote of Angels & God, ¬
30DAYS N. 4/5 - 2011
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and at liberty when of Devils & Hell, is because he was
a true Poet, and of the Devil’s party without knowing
it”15. A judgement, this, wholly shared by Shelley for
whom: “Nothing can exceed the energy and magnificence of the character of Satan as expressed in Paradise Lost… Milton’s Devil as a moral being is as far superior to his God”16.
Fearless, untamed, the Prince of Darkness appears
as strenuous wrestler against the divine tyranny. Satan
is Prometheus, he replaces the mythic Titan chained
by Zeus to the rock, immortalized by the imagination of
Aeschylus. The modern Prometheus stands against
the hostile, wicked God. The Luciferine Satan appears
better than the Creator: “Milton openly confers a
Gnostic attitude on Satan, according to which God and
Christ are only versions of the Demiurge”17. The true
affirmative is the devil. It is him, and not the obedient
angel, who appears, ethically and aesthetically, endowed with greater fascination. As Hegel declared:
“when one presents the Devil one has to show that
there is in him an affirmative; his strength of character,
his energy, his consequential spirit appear far better,
more affirmative than that of some angel … . As in Milton – adds Hegel – where he, in his characterful energy, is better than some angels”18.
Thanks to Milton, to his mythic reworking, Satan
makes his entry into the modern imagination. Thus occurs what Praz calls, in a chapter of his book, the
“metamorphosis of Satan”, his passage from negative
figure to positive hero: the sad rebel, deprived, like
man, of his paradisal felicity by a tyrannical God. With
great expertise Praz documents in his study authors
and currents that adopted the satanic mythology. If in
the eighteenth century, “The Miltonic Satan transfuses
his sinister fascination into the traditional type of the
generous bandit, of the sublime delinquent”19, it is in
the nineteenth century, in the climate of Romanticism,
that he becomes the rebel, the expression of metaphysical revolt, of the “no” to creation. It was Byron
“to bring to perfection the type of the rebel, remote de-

scendant of Milton’s Satan”20. With him the rebel becomes the “outsider”, impenetrable man who transcends the ordinary way of feeling, who transcends his
own crimes. He is the beyond-man who stands higher
and at the same time below other men. He is the unhappy one who feeds off his resentment towards a cruel God whose cruelty he imitates. According to Praz,
Byron’s theology is the same as De Sade’s which, according to the author, had a fundamental influence on
Romantic literature. At the center lies a hatred for creation and its author, the exaltation of pleasure and of
crime as mockery, profanation, outrage. For Praz, we
are faced here with a “cosmic Satanism”21. Its influence
is enormous. If nature creates only to destroy, to help
nature is to repeat its rhythm, the pleasure of destruction, the (sadistic) taste that derives pleasure from pain,
delirium from annihilation, the divine from the diabolic. It is the painting of Delacroix, the painter “described
as ‘cannibal’, ‘molochist’, pain-worshipper, with his
tireless curiosity for slaughter, fires, plunders, putrideros, illustrator of the darkest scenes in Faust and of
the most satanic poems of his adored Byron; with his
love of the feline … and of violent, hot countries”22. It is
the poetry of Baudelaire, fed on Poe and De Sade, the
cosmic pessimism of which is more like the
Manichaean heresy than the Christian religion: “Absolu! Résultante des contraires! Ormuz et Arimane,
vous êtes le même!”23. It is the fiction of Flaubert for
whom “Néron vivra aussi longtemps que Vespasien,
Satan que Jésus-Christ”24. Of Les Chants de Maldoror by Lautréamont, who confesses to having “sung
evil as Mickiewicz, Byron, Milton, Southey, A. de Musset, Baudelaire”25. Of Swinburne who, won over by the
Gnostic theology of De Sade, his man in revolt declaims: “… could we thwart nature, then might crime
become perfect, and sin an actual thing. Could but a
man do this; could he cross the courses of the stars, and
put back the times of the sea; could he change the ways
of the world and find out the house of life to destroy it;
could he go into heaven to defile it and into hell to deliv-

Böhme, according to Hegel, “struggled to understand in God and
from God the negative, evil, the Devil”. God is the unity of the contraries,
of anger and love, of evil and good, of the Devil and his contrary, the Son.
In this view Christ and Satan become in some way brothers, sons of the
one Father, parts of Him, moments in his polar nature. This is an idea set
down by Carl Gustav Jung in his esoteric Septem Sermones ad Mortuos
written in 1916, circulated as a monograph among his friends and never
published. The text, which borrows conceptually from the Gnostic
Basilides, affirms the “pleroma” nature of God, composed from pairs
of opposites of which “God and devil are the prime manifestations”
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Life, Jung affirmed in A psychological approach to the Dogma
of the Trinity, “as energy process needs contrasts, without which
energy is notoriously impossible. Good and evil are nothing other
than the ethical aspects of these natural antitheses “. For this reason
Lucifer is necessary to God. “Without the latter there would be
no creation, and even less would there have been any history
of redemption. Shadow and contrast are the necessary conditions
of every achievement”
er it from subjection; could he draw down the sun to
consume the earth, and bid the moon shed poison or
fire on the air; could he kill the fruit in the seed and corrode the child’s mouth with the mother’s milk; then
had he sinned and done evil against nature”26.
Destruction and profanation: that is the greatest
pleasure! A consistent theme of literature, beginning
with the libertine eighteenth-century novel, enjoys
profanation. Violation impassions in so far as it is
transgression, outrage. The body, the female body, is
all the more an object of desire the more it is defenseless (child, virgin, nun). Profanation of it takes away its
transcendence, brings it back to earth, unveils the dark
countenance of Eve, the eternal feminine tied to the
power of Satan from the beginning. The demoniac
mixes the pure and the impure, needs innocence to excite the passions, to arouse the shattering force of the
negative. With De Sade, Eros becomes part of a Gnostic theology. After him the union of Eros and

Thanatos, love and death, becomes the dominant element in a diabolical nihilism that found its fulfillment
first in Decadentism and then in Surrealism.

Satan in God

Satan is not only in Prometheus, the counter-figure for
Milton’s Fallen Angel. Satan is also in God. The Gnostic
theology that lies at the heart of the rebellious atheism
of the last two centuries distinguishes between Lucifer
(the liberator) and Satan (the oppressor). It finds its exemplary form in the thought of Ernst Bloch. For Bloch
there is “on the one hand the God of the world who becomes ever more clearly identified with Satan, the Enemy, stagnation; and on the other the God of the future
ascent into heaven, the God who drives us forward with
Jesus and Lucifer”27. The God of the world, creator, is
the evil demiurge against whom, in Eden, the Serpent,
true friend of man, rose up. It is Lucifer, with his desire
to be like God, who reveals to man his destination.
“Only in Lucifer, kept secret in Jesus so as to be manifested later, at the end, in the times when this countenance can reveal itself; only in Lucifer, become restless
since he was abandoned the second time, since the cry
went up from the cross and remained without reply,
since the head of the Serpent of Paradise hanging on
the cross was crushed for the second time: only in Him
then, in the Hidden in Christ, as absolute anti-demiurgic, is also comprised the authentic theurgic element of
he who rebels because son of man”28.
The Serpent, as with the sect of Ophites mentioned
by Bloch in Atheism in Christianity, is hence the liberator. Twice subjugated, in Eden and in the Christ raised
on the cross like the Bronze Serpent of Moses, he
awaits his revenge, his victory over the Demiurge who
opens the “age of the Spirit”. Putting together Marcion
and Joachim of Fiore, Bloch is the crossroad of all
modern Gnosticism. Jesus, anticipation of the God to
come, of the ‘human’ God, is the redeemer from the
‘satanic’ God, from the God of the cosmos, of order
and the law. Revolution, as dissolution of the old order,
here becomes the Luciferine task par excellence.
¬
The house of Lazarus, William Blake, colored engraving,
Private Collection.
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Immortals who fall into the abyss, from the Book of Urizen,
William Blake, 1794

As illustrious forerunner of his own thinking Bloch
recalls in Atheism in Christianity the figure of William
Blake. The English poet, fascinated by the American
and French revolutions, had, apart from the Bible, four
masters: Milton, Shakespeare, Paracelsus, Böhme. To
the first he dedicated a short epic poem, Milton, probably composed between 1800 and 1803. In it Urizen,
the Prince of Light, appears identical to Satan. What is
particular in Blake is his The Marriage of Heaven and
Hell, written in 1790. Here the sanctification of the
impulses and of desires, in primis sexual, “for everything that lives is Holy”, gets its theoretic consecration.
For Blake there is no longer evil that denies good: evil
and good are both necessary. “Without Contraries
there is no progression. Attraction and Repulsion,
Reason and Energy, Love and Hate are necessary to
Human existence. From these contraries spring what
the religious man calls Good and Evil. Good is the passivity that obeys Reason. Evil is the activity that springs
from Energy. Good is Heaven, Evil is Hell”29.
Evil, as in Goethe’s Faust, is what gives energy, that
arouses slumbering good. The Devil is the force of God.
In his conception Blake borrows from the first man,
over the arc of modern thought, who dared to affirm
evil in God: Jacob Böhme. The philosophus teutonicus, who according to Hegel “was the first in Germany
to give rise to a philosophy with its own characteristics”30, respected by Leibniz, Hegel, Schelling, von
Baader and the whole current of theosophy in modern
thought, declared that “according to the first principle
God is not called God, but Anger, Wrath, bitter fount,
64
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and from here come evil, pain, fear and the devouring
fire”31. The wrath of God is gone beyond in love; nevertheless it remains the Urgrund, the original principle
from which everything originates. Böhme, according to
Hegel, “struggled to understand in God and from God
the negative, evil, the Devil”32. God is the unity of the
contraries, of anger and love, of evil and good, of the
Devil and his contrary, the Son. In this view Christ and
Satan become in some way brothers, sons of the one
Father, parts of Him, moments in his polar nature. This
is an idea set down by Carl Gustav Jung in his esoteric
Septem Sermones ad Mortuos written in 1916, circulated as a monograph among his friends and never published. The text, which borrows conceptually from the
Gnostic Basilides, affirms the ‘pleroma’ nature of God,
composed from pairs of opposites of which “God and
devil are the prime manifestations”33. They are differentiated as generation and corruption, life and death. And
nevertheless “Effectivity is common to both. Effectivity
unites them. Hence effectivity is above them and is a
God above God, since in its effect it unites fullness and
emptiness”34. This God who unites God and the Devil
Jung calls Abraxas. It is the original force that antecedes
any distinction. “Abraxas generates truth and lying,
good and evil, light and dark, in the same word and in
the same act. So Abraxas is terribile”35. He is “love and
its killer”, “the saint and his betrayer”, he is “the world,
its becoming and its passing. On every gift of the sun
God the devil casts his curse”36. The esoteric message of
the Septem Sermones leads, as in Blake, to the sanctification of nature, to the innocence of becoming. It entailed, for that very reason, the justification of evil, of the
Devil, his inclusion, as in Böhme, into a polar system. It
is no accident that when Martin Buber came to know of
the monograph he was to speak of Gnosticism. “It –
and not atheism, which annuls God because it must reject the images that have been made of him until now –
is the true antagonist of the reality of the faith”37. For
Buber Jung’s psychology constituted nothing less than
“the taking up of the Carpocratian argument, taught
now as psychotherapy, which mystically deifies the instincts instead of sanctifying them in the faith”38.
Buber’s observation was not purely conjectural. It
was Jung himself who, in Psychology and Religion,
had mentioned the relevance of the Gnostic Carpocrates who sustained that “good and evil are only human opinions and that on the contrary souls, before
their departure, should live to the utmost every human
experience, if they wished to avoid returning into the
prison of the body. Only the complete fulfillment of
every exigency of life can rescue the soul imprisoned in
the fleshly world of the Demiurge”39. Life, he affirmed in
A psychological approach to the Dogma of the Trinity, “as energy process needs contrasts, without which
energy is notoriously impossible. Good and evil are
nothing other than the ethical aspects of these natural
antitheses”40. For this reason Lucifer is necessary to
God. “Without the latter there would be no creation,
and even less would there have been any history of redemption. Shadow and contrast are the necessary conditions of every achievement”41. This shadow is first and
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foremost in God, in the firstborn God, in the Unconscious that, for Jung, is the true power directing life
which must be ‘humanized’ by the conscious ego. It is
only in the human God, Christ, that judgement splits
what is united in the pleroma (the unconscious): light
and its shadow. Now the “two sons of God, Satan the
elder and Christ the younger”42, the left and the right
hands of God, split. “This antithesis represents a conflict taken to the extreme, and with that a centuries-long
task for mankind right up to the point or shift in time
when good and evil begin to relativize themselves, to
put themselves in question, and the cry goes up for a beyond-good-and-evil. But in the Christian era, that is in
the reign of trinitarian thought, a like reflection is simply
excluded; since the conflict is too violent, that one may
grant evil some other logical relation with the Trinity
than that of absolute contrast”43. The divine, spiritual
Trinity must reconcile itself to a ‘fourth’ principle: matter, the body, the feminine, Eros, evil, so that Christian
idealism, reconciled to the world, may reach a higher
unity. “So even in the time of absolute faith in the Trinity
there was always a quest for the lost fourth, from the
Greek neo-Pythagoreans down to Goethe’s Faust. Although the seekers thought themselves Christian, they
were instead a species of Christian a latere, since they
consecrated their life to the opus that had as goal the redemption of the serpens quadricornutus, of the anima
mundi trapped in matter, of the fallen Lucifer… our formula of quaternity goes along with their claim, since the
Holy Spirit, as synthesis of the one who was originally
One and then split, flows from a source of light and
from a dark one”44. The “age of the Spirit”, in the particular interpretation that Jung gives of Joachim of
Fiore, is the age that follows on the Christian aeon, the
time of Abraxas in which passions and reason, unconscious and conscious, evil and good, Lucifer and Christ,
will become one.
In 1919 Hermann Hesse, who underwent analysis
with Jung in 1920, published a novel, Demian, under

Nova
vetera
et

the pseudonym of Emil Sinclair. In it the leading character, an untrained youth, is taught the meaning of life
by a ‘free’ spirit who carries within him the mark of
Cain: Demian. For Demian “The God of the Old and
the New Testament is an excelling figure, but he is not
what he ought to be. He is the good, nobility, the Father, loftiness, beauty, feeling: all fine things, but the
world is also made of something else. And this is attributed simply to the Devil, and all this part of the world,
this half is suppressed and killed with silence”45. To
that, according to Demian, belongs the sexual sphere.
That is why one cannot venerate God alone, “we must
venerate everything and consider the whole world sacred, not just this official, deliberately separated half.
Along with our service to God we should also have a
service for the Devil. It would seem right to me. Or we
should procure a God who encloses the devil also”46
(my italics). As with Jung this “God is called Abraxas
and is God and Satan and embraces within himself the
world of light and the world of dark”47. He is sacred love
and profane love, “the angelic image and Satan, man
and woman together, man and beast, supreme good
and extreme evil”48.
The view of the divine as coincidentia oppositorum, a view that seals the “pact with the Serpent” in indissoluble fashion, runs through, in this way, a conspicuous part of the cultural world of the twentieth century.
Let me mention, among other things, the thinking of
Mircea Eliade who, in two of his writings, The myth of
reintegration (1942) and Mephistopheles and the
Androgyne (1962), sets out, under the influence of
Jung, his view of “divine polarity”. According to this
every deity is polar, beneficent and malevolent at once.
The Serpent is brother to the Sun, just as, according to
a Gnostic myth, Christ and Satan are alleged to be.
This divine bi-unity looks forward, in man, to the reintegration of the sacred and the profane, of good and
evil in a higher unity that, for Eliade, finds its symbolic
goal in the figure of the androgyne.
¬

“Everywhere at work – Romano Guardini wrote in 1964 – there is
the fundamental Gnostic idea that contradictions are polarities:
Goethe, Gide, C. G. Jung, Th. Mann, H. Hesse… All see evil,
the negative… as dialectical elements in the totality of life, of nature”.
This attitude, for Guardini, “manifests itself already in everything that
is called Gnosticism, in alchemy, in theosophy. It presents itself in
programmatic form in Goethe, for whom the satanic enters even into
God, evil is the original power of the universe necessary as good,
death only another element in that everything, whose opposite pole
is called life. This opinion has been proclaimed in all forms and made
concrete in the field of therapy by C. G. Jung”
30DAYS N. 4/5 - 2011
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Conclusion

The modern theosophy of opposites, based on the hermetic doctrine of the coincidentia oppositorum, leads
to a disquieting merger of the divine and the diabolical,
leads to the idea of the Devil in God. “Everywhere at
work – Romano Guardini wrote in 1964 – there is the
fundamental Gnostic idea that contradictions are polarities: Goethe, Gide, C. G. Jung, Th. Mann, H. Hesse…
All see evil, the negative … as dialectical elements in the
totality of life, of nature”49. This attitude, for Guardini,
“manifests itself already in everything that is called
Gnosticism, in alchemy, in theosophy. It presents itself
in programmatic form in Goethe, for whom the satanic
enters even into God, evil is the original power of the
universe necessary as good, death only another element in that everything, whose opposite pole is called
life. This opinion has been proclaimed in all forms and
made concrete in the field of therapy by C. G. Jung”50.
The basic idea is that redemption passes through
degradation, grace through sin, life through death,
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